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P RE F A C E. 


ORD CHESTERTIEIp's let- 
ters had been publiſhed a 
conſiderable time before they fell 


| into the hands of the author of the 


following dialogues. His remote 
ſituation from the capital, and 
other circumſtances, prevented 
him from having an earlier op- 
portunity of gratifying his curio- 
ſity. As ſoon as he had procured 
the book, he ſat down with avidi- 
ty to read it; and after having 


run over the greater part of 


the letters contained in the firſt 
volume, moſt heartily joined with 
the public, in paying the noble 
9 2 author 


iv PREFACE. 
author the tribute of applauſe, 
which he was perſuaded, he juſt- 
ly merited. The graceful eaſe, 
and beautiful elegance of his 
ſtyle, the propriety of his inſtruc- 
tions, and the perſuaſrve man- 
ner in which he conveys them, 
i} afforded him a very high degree 
th of pleaſure ; but before he had 
N finiſhed the laſt volume, his ſen- 
timents were totally changed: 
He diſcovered, to his great diſ- 
appointment, that, his LoRD- 
SHIP, Whilſt he laboured with 
anxious ſolicitude to qualify his 
ſon, for making a figure in the 
world as a ſtateſman and a cour- 
tier, and to embelliſh him with 
all the politer and more graceful 
accompliſhments, exerted the ut- 
moſt power of an artful infinu- 
ating 
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PREFACE. wv 
ating addreſs, to make him a li- 
bertine on principle, to corrupt 
his morals, and render him in- 
ſenſible to the exalted obligations 
of religion and virtue. A juſt 
deteſtation of an attempt ſo in- 
glorious, ſo unnatural, fo 1 incon- 
fiſtent with the duties of a parent, 
a chriſtian, and a member of ſo- 
ciety, produced theſe dialogues. 
When finifhed, they were ſhewn 
to a friend, for whoſe judgment 
the author has ever entertained 
the higheſt- reſpect, and by his 
advice they are now offered to 
the public. 
Openly to attack a writer who 
was ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed by 
dignity of ſtation, his conſequence 
in the political world, very remark- 
able external accompliſhments, 

A 3 uncom- 
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uncommon e parts, and 
' who in the preſent inſtance, is ſo 


highly admired by numbers of al- 
moſt every claſs of men, may be 
thought to require ſome apology. 
But let it be remembered, that ele- 
vation of rank, knowledge, wit, 
genius, and engaging addreſs, 
when proſtituted to an unworthy 
purpoſe, and uſed as the means of 
injuring the nobleſt and moſt im- 
portant intereſts of mankind, in- 
ſtead of intitling their poſſeſſor 
to regard, render him, in a pecu- 
liar manner, the object of diſguſt 
and deteſtation. = | 
The very favourable reception 
Lord Cheſterfield's letters have 
met with from the world, is, 
perhaps, the beſt reaſon that can 
poſſibly be given, for attempting 
| LL to 


PREFACE, vii 
to exhibit them in their proper 
colours. For ſhould the corrupt 
principles, recommended in theſe 
letters, univerſally prevail and 
produce their full effect, what 
would be the conſequence? The 
laws would be deprived of their 
ſalutary power, the tendereſt, the 
deareſt ties of humanity would be 
violated, diſſoluteneſs of morals 
would uſurp the place of decency 
and good manners, and the Britiſh 
Empire, the glory among the 
nations, would be ſhaken to its 
very centre. This is an object 
which feems not unworthy the 
attention of even the legiſlature. 
But in theſe days of polite refine- 
ment, a becoming oppoſition to 
the ſources of corruption, which 
every where abound, is not to 

be 
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be expected from thoſe, whoſe 


ſtation and authority give them 
the greateſt influence. Omnia in 
eus ruunt. 

The encomiums beſtowed on 
this publication, and the eager- 


neſs with which it has been read, 


afford but too ſtriking a ſpeci- 
men of the prevailing taſte. There 
was a time when inſtead of being 
applauded and admired, it would 
have been received with deteſta- 
tion and abhorence. It muſt how- 
ever, be allowed that in ſeveral 
reſpects it has ſome claim to our 
approbation. It diſplays paren- 
tal affection, (abſtracted from the 
views by which it is directed) 
m a very amiable light. It has 
innumerable graces of language, 
ſtyle, and manner, difcovers in 


many 


PREFACE ÞK 
many places much ingenuity, and 
in all a thorough knowledge of 
the world. It contains excellent 
preceptsof politeneſs and proprie- 
ty of behaviour ; and, frequently 
inculcates ſentiments, that, con- 
ſidered in themſelves, have a 
powerful tendency to warm and 
animate us with the love of vir- 
tue. But it is in theſe ſentiments 
that the poiſon chiefly lurks. 
They ſerve to gloſs over his Lord- 
{ſhip's deſign of fcf:u:mg the finiſn- 
ed politician, and man of the 
world, on the ruins of thoſe di- 
vine principles, which alone can 
render any character worthy of 
eſteem. They tend to miſlead 
the underſtanding, to conceal the 
deformity of what is obnoxious, 
and give the reader a favourable 

opinion - 


« PREFACST 
opinion of the whole, which 
otherwiſe he could not poflibly 
have. Hence the Danger to which 
the heart is expoſed of receiving 
from it, inſenſibly, the ſeeds of 
depravity and corruption. 
Whether theſe Dialogues will, 
in any meaſure, anſwer the end de- 
ſigned, the author cannot ſay. As 
to Lord Cheſterfield's greateſt ad- 
mirers, ſuch as have contracted 
a habit of the faſhionable vices of 
the age, to whole taſte his letters 
are peculiarly adapted, he can- 
not ſuppoſe that they will think 
them worthy of the leaſt attention. 
But may he not hope, that they 
will meet with a more candid 


treatment from thoſe of leſs vi- 


tiated ſentiments, and that they 


will not be diſpleaſed with this 


feeble 


PRET AGE * 
feeble effort to point out to them 
a rock, which threatens with de- 
ſtruction? Particularly, he would 
flatter himſelf that it may yet be 
of ſome uſe, in preſerving the 
minds of youth, for whom 1t 1s 
more immediately calculated, 
from the contagion of his Lord- 
ſhip's licentious principles. Be 
the event what it may, when the 
awful moment arrives in which the 
{ſprings of life ſhall fail, and the 
hand that now guides his pen, 
ſhall be about to crumble into 
duſt, it will afford him ſome con- 
ſolation to reflect, that he has of- 
fered up this ſmall tribute to Re- 
ligion and Virtue, 
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DIALOGUE I. 


CONSTANTIUS, EUGENIUS. 


Con. T REJOICE to ſee you, Eugenius. 
I hope you have ſpent the vacation 
agreeably. 

Eug. I have indeed, Sir, ſpent it very 1 
to my ſatisfaction. 

Con. I know you have devoted a proper 
part of it to the improvement of your mind; 
tell me what Books you have read ? 

Eug. Among others, one has fallen into 
| my hands which has afforded me not a little 
entertainment and inſtruction, I mean Lord 
CHESTERFIELD's LETTERS. ; 

Con, It gives me concern to hear that you 
have met with that pernicious book, and 
ſtill more that you ſpeak of it in ſuch terms 


of approbation, | 
3 Eug. Dear 


E 


Eug. Dear Sir, you ſurpriſe me very 
much, Lord Cheſterfield's Letters are ex- 
ceedingly admired, they are read ſo univer- 
fally by every one of taſte, that they have 
paſſed already through ſeveral editions, 

Con, I know it, and with that inward 
pain which every honeſt man muſt feel, on 
ſeeing ſentiments propagated, and received 
with favour, very prejudicial 1 to the intereſts 

of mankind. 

Eug. I hope, Sir, I have profited too 
much by the inſtructions ] have received 
from you, not to reject with indignation 
any book that appears to me to have ſuch a 

2 tendency. | 
13 Con. 1 am convinced you would from 
what I know of the diſpoſitions of your 


1+ mind; but I can eaſily account for any 
we miſtake which you and others may have 
17 fallen into with reſpect to this matter. Lord 
al Cheſterfield, if we only conſider his man- 
17 ner, is certainly a moſt pleaſing and enter- 
+» taining writer ; in particular his epiſtolary 
40 ſtyle is perhaps the moſt perfect model of 


the kind to be met with; the dreſs with 
which he clothes his thoughts, is ſo eaſy, 
polite, and elegant, that it is no wonder 
he ſhould impoſe on many, more eſpe- 

cially | 


9 
* 3 4 
— * 31 

A * 


S wo 1 % OJ we 


C $9 
cially the young, who are frequently leſs 
attentive to the juſtneſs and propriety of a 
ſentiment, than to the manner in which it is 


expreſſed. 
Eug, The graceful ornaments of Lord 


Cheſterfield's language delight:d, perhaps 
they have ſeduced me, and tempted me to 
give my approbation too haſtily to opinions 
that will not bear the teſt of ſober re- 
flection. But as I know you are an enemy 
to implicit faith, and have ever taught me 
that it is unmanly and irrational for any 
one to acquieſce in an opinion which ap- 
pears to him unſupported by the evidence of 
truth, I muſt take the liberty to aſk you, 
what are the things you find fault with in 


the book we ſpeak of? 


Con. 1 have many objections to it, parti- 
cularly I am convinced that no publication 
has appeared in the world for many years 
leſs friendly to religion and virtue, 

Eug. If that is the caſe, 1 have indeed 
been much deceived, but if I am not greatly 
miſtaken, it is preſented to the world in a 
very different point of view. I think the 


publiſher expreſly ſays, ** that his L—ſhip, in 
order to accompliſh the end he had in view 
in giving his ſon the means of inſtruction, 

B 2 was 
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was ever anx1ous to fix in him a ſcrupulous 
adherence to the ſtricteſt morality, and to lay 


in him in the earlieſt period of life, a firm 


foundation in good principles and ſound re- 
ligion;“ with this idea the Letters are warmly 


recommended as containing a ſyſtem of edu- 
cation, which may be extremely uſeful to 


= community. 


Con. The Editor has indeed ſaid all this, and 


hoogh a Lady, I muſt obſerve, with very 


little regard either to truth or modeſty ; 


whether her. deſign in doing ſo, was tinctured 
with ſelfiſh motives, or has proceeded from 
thoſe kind wiſhes to her country for which 
ſhe expreſſes ſo affectionate a regard, I be- 
lieve the candid will find themſelves at no 


loſs to determine. Nor does it require more 


diſcernment to pronounce, that the reſcuing 
theſe Letters from oblivion, to which it is 
ſaid his L- p had conſigned them, reflects 


much diſcredit on the memory of their noble 
author, inſtead of adding luſtre to his repu- 


tation. — You will probably think that this 
remark is not very agreeable to the good- 
natured maxim, de mortuis nil niſi bonum; 
I muſt confeſs it is not; but when an attack 


is made upon that which is the diſtinguiſhing 


glory and excellence of human nature, 
ſilence 


ig * 
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filence would be unpardonable; here the 

political abilities, the graces and admired 
accompliſhments of a Cheſterfield ſhould be 
no protection to him. For this reaſon [I 
have thought it very ſtrange, that no per- 
ſon properly qualified for the office, and ani- 
mated with the love of virtue, religion and 
his country, has yet (as far as my information 
reaches) ſtepped forth to place before the pub- 
lic the tendency of his Letters in their native 
colours. As I find you ſtand in need of my 
aſſiſtance in this reſpect, I will take the firſt 
opportunity to enter with you more particu- 
larly on the ſubject. In the mean time TI 
will carefully examine the Letters in queſ- 
tion, that I may be able to place before you 
in proper order the exceptionable parts of 
them ; do you likewiſe read them again with 
attention, that you may be the better pre- 
pared to advance what can be ſaid in defence 
of your author. You know I have taught you 
to ſpeak your thoughts without reſerve, and 
in our inquiries after truth, left you at per- 
fect liberty to judge for yourſelF, On the 
preſent occaſion you ſhall enjoy all theſe 
privileges in their utmoſt extent. Our con- 
verſations on this ſubject I hope will not 


be + as ; I have no doubt but I 
B 3 ſhall 


* 


Eug. I ſhall moſt chearfully comply with 


your deſire, 
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reflections which may tend to the improve- 


reſpect to Ld Ch — - 's Letters, and the 
ment of your mind. 


ſubject will naturally ſuggeſt to me ſome 
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CONSTANTIUS, EUGENIUS. 


Con. URING the interval of our 
more ſerious ſtudies, we have 

both had ſufficient time to reflect on our late 
converſation relating to L—d Ch——d's 
Letters.—Agreeably to our mutual intention 
when we parted, I hope we are both pre- 
pared to reſume that ſubject, and to con- 
ſider it more minutely. 

Eug. In obedience, Sir, to your com- 
mands, I have turned my thoughts with a 
great deal of attention to that matter, and 
ſhall with much pleaſure receive your farther 
inſtructions with reſpect to it. | 
Con. To begin then with what is by no 
means the leaſt weighty objection to the pub- 
lication we are ſpeaking of; I look upon it 
to be unfavourable to the intereſts of religion ; 
I hope you are now convinced of the truth 
of this, 


Eng. 1 


(. 20 )) 

Eug. J cannot ſay that IJ am, and for 
theſe reaſons, L—d Ch-——-d having ob- 
ſerved to his ſon, that ſolid knowledge was 
the firſt and great foundation of his future 
fortune and character, ſays,* 1 never 
mention to you the two much greater points, 
religion and morality, becauſe I cannot 
_ poſſibly ſuſpect you as to either of them.“ 
In another letter he writes to him thus,+ 
<< I have long ſince done mentioning your 
great, religious, and moral duties, becauſe I 
would not make your underſtanding fo bad 
a compliment as to ſuppoſe that you wanted 
or could receive any new inſtruction on 
theſe two important points; Mr. Harte, I 
am ſure, has not neglected them, and be- 
ſides, they are ſo obvious to common ſenſe 
and reaſon, that commentators may as they 
often do perplex, but cannot make them 
clearer.” —— TI cannot think that the fol- 
lowing are the ſentiments of one unfriendly 
to religion.“ When you happen to be 
in company with pretended Epprits forts, or 
with thoughtleſs libertines, who laugh at 
religion to ſhew their wit, or diſclaim it to 
Compleat their riot, let no word or look of 

yours, 


* 129 let, 2d vol, + 135 l. 2d vol. 4 180 . 2d vol. 
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yours, intimate the leaſt approbation; on the 
contrary, let a ſilent gravity expreſs your diſ- 
like.“ — Does not this alſo ſeem warmly to 
recommend the ſame ſentiments ?**® © What 
is the way then to arrive at that perfection 
which you promiſe me to aim at? It is firſt 


to do your duty towards God and man, with- 


out which every thing elſe ſignifies nothing.“ 


Con, I find that his L—p is likely to have 
in you an able defender, which will lead me 
to diſcuſs his Letters with a particular atten- 
tion, that will place them in a more clear 
and fatisfaftory light, —I believe there is 
ſcarcely an expreſſion in them, in appearance 
favourable to religion, except thoſe you have 
now mentioned, — Let us ſee then what we 
are to conclude from them. — The noble au- 
thor here tells his ſon that religion was a 


point of greater importance than any of 


thoſe, concerning which he gave him a mul- 
titude of inſtructions, and that on his ſeeing 
it turned into ridicule at any time, or diſ- 
claimed, he ought to teſtify the greateſt diſ- 
pleaſure, — He ſays that religion or the diſ- 


charge of his duty to God, was abſolutely 


neceſſary to his arriving at perfection, and 


that 


* 69 let. 1ſt vol. 


1 


that without it every thing elſe ſignified no- 
thing, — Strange ! that he ſhould acknow- 
ledge religion to be of ſuch importance, and 
yet "tell him that he would not mention it 
to him! That during the courſe of ſeveral 
years conſtant and regular correſpondence 
with him, he ſhould give him but four or 
five hints concerning it ! 

Eug. But you know he gives reaſons for 
this, one of which is that he cannot poſſibly 
ſuſpect his ſon of being deficient in that point, 
and therefore thinks it unneceſſary to give 
him repeated inſtructions concerning it. 

Con. And why ſhould he be ſo ſecure of 
him with reſpect to religion as to think that 
frequent advices relating to it were not at all 
neceſſary? Did not his L—p know that 
his youth, his ſtation in the world, the bad 
examples which on all hands ſurrounded him, 
expoſed him in this particular to a multitude 
of temptations? To adorn him with the 
graces, and every external accompliſhment, 
is what perpetually engages his attention ; 
he gives him in his Letters ten thouſand in- 
ſtructions to qualify him for ſhining in the 
polite world with elegance and dignity ; 
and yet ſhews almoſt a perfe& indifference 
to inſpire him with a regard to religion, with- 

EO | ,- one 


En 
out which he declares that all ſuch ornaments 
would ſignify nothing. — How ſhall we ac- 
count for this ſtriking inconſiſtence on the 
ſuppoſition that his L—p was really ſincere, 
when he recommended religion to his ſon, as 
the foundation of all other perfections? — 
Had he indeed thought it a matter of ſuch - 
infinite conſequence, he would have embraced 


every opportunity in his Letters to Mr. 
Stanhope, of recommending it warmly to 


his eſteem, and of promoting his improve- 
ment in it. 

Eug. Theſe refleQions, which appear to 
be juſt, did not before occur to me; but I 
muſt obſerve, that beſides the reaſon we have 


been ſpeaking of, there is another which 


L-4 Chu. 


d gives, for not writing to 


his ſon more particularly on the ſubject of 


religion, and that is, he takes it for granted 
that his Tutor, whoſe office as a clergyman 
particularly qualified him for the diſcharge 
of ſuch a duty, would take due pains to in- 
ſtruct him in that matter, 

Con, Very true; but this can by no means 
juſtify him; for allowing that his L—p was 


much better fitted to direct his ſon, with 
reſpect to all the graceful accompliſhments, 


as no doubt he was, 1s it natural to imagine 
that 


( 14 ) 
that had he been perſuaded that his being 


adorned with religion, was of ſuch moment, 
that compared with it all other qualifications 
were of no conſequence, he would himſelf 
have been ſo ſilent on the point, and left his 
improvement in it entirely to the diſcretion 
of his tutor? Were his L—p ever fo well 
convinced that Mr, Harte would take all 
poſſible care of his ſon with reſpect to that 
matter, he was too well acquainted with his 
own powers of perſuaſion not to know that 
his advice on a ſubject, which he himſelf 
acknowledged to be of infinite importance, 
muſt have had much greater influence. — 
The obligations to religion being plain, 
was ſo far from rendering it unneceſſary in 
him properly to enforce a regard to them, 
that this ſhould have led to the contrary 
concluſion. ——- Becauſe a duty is very 
plain, therefore it is very important, and the 
omiſſion of it very criminal; conſequently, 
in particular, if there are many tempta- 
tions to the neglect of it, the practice of it 
ſhould be more warmly and frequently re- 
commended. —— Theſe obſervations how- 
ever only afford a preſumptive evidence of 
his L—p's indifference with reſpe&t to re- 
ligion. But I have much more on this point 

to 


e 


to accuſe him of.— Do you imagine, if the. 
mind is at all animated with a becoming 
regard for the Deity, it will indulge itſelf in 
awful appeals to heaven, and break out into 


ſolemn exclamations about matters of 42 


trifling nature, ſuch as his ſon coming awk 
wardly into a room, diſcovering any im- 
propriety in his manner of ſpeaking, or in 
the little minutiæ of good breeding, and. 
things of the like kind, and yet we fre- 
yuently meet with theſe in the Letters we 
are ſpeaking of. What do you think of 
this ſentiment? Nature, thank God, has 


given you all the powers neceſſary, and if 


ſhe has not yet, I hope in God ſhe will give 
you the will of exerting them. The bleſſed 
powers of his off: ſpring which our Author 
here ſpeaks of, and for which he is ſo 
heartily thankful to his Maker, are thoſe 
engaging graces which would not only ren- 
der him agreeable in general, but enable 
him to deceive, by the artful wiles of diſſi- 
mulation, every man he ſhould meet with, 
and to corrupt the virtue of every woman, 
when he ſhould find it conducive either to his 
pleaſure or his intereſt.— I would aſk whether 


C the 


* 74th 1, 1ſt vol, 
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the human mind can poſſibly conceive an 
inſtance of more licentious impiety ? — In 


the ſixty- firſt Letter of the firſt volume, his 


 L—p having expreſſed his hearty wiſhes 


that Mr. Stanhope had ſtaid long enough at 
Manheim to have been ſeriouſly and deſpe- 
rately in love with a married lady, a Madame 
de Taxis, and obſerved that he lived in hopes 
that ſome one or other would excite ſuch a 
paſſion in him, adds, ©* your hour may not 
yet be come, but it will come.” —Could » 
mind poſſeſſed of the leaſt ſentiment of piety 
thus wantonly apply an alluſion to an ex- 
preſſion in ſcripture made uſe of on a moſt 
ſolemn and affecting occaſion ? — What 
ſhall we ſay of the pains which his L—p 
took, not only to make his ſon violate ſe- 
veral very eſſential duties commanded by re- 
ligion, but alſo to think with perfect indif- 
ference of ſome of its important obligations ? 
Beſides, it appears that Mr. Stanhope was 
ſubject to a diſorder which reduced him at 
laſt to a deſperate ſtate ; this, my L—d fre- 
quently mentions to him without giving him 
the leaſt hint of religion, even when he 
muſt have plainly ſeen that there were little 


Hopes of his life : Had he thought that there 


was any thing real in religion, was it not 
SES moſt 


( WW 3 

moſt natural for him to have taken notice of 
it to him when he was in circumſtances, that 
in ſo many reſpects required its aſſiſtance ? 
J have only another obſervation to make on 
this point which relates to the books L= d 
Ch d ſpeaks of with approbation, — 
Of Voltaire he ſays, nil molitur inepte. So then 
his many and various attempts to undermine 
the evidence of the Chriſtian religion has 
with the reſt of his works, his L—p)s very 
favourable opinion, for had theſe been at all 
offenſive to him, he certainly would. have 
ſaid ſo. — Lord Bolingbroke who embarked 
in the ſame cavſe of infidelity, is likewiſe 
warmly recommended by him. — The eſſays 
of David Hume have in like manner received 
from him very high applauſe; an Author, 
whoſe ſhining abilities, had they been pro- 
perly directed, would have placed him a- 
mong the firſt rank of our moſt admired 
writers; but you know his character, that 
by plunging with unbounded licence into 
the dark and joyleſs labyrinths of ſcepti- 
ciſm, and by the uſe of the moſt ſubtle 'and 
abſtracted ſpeculations, he has laboured not 
only to deſtroy chriſtianity, but our belief of 
the ſoul's immortality, and of the exiſtence, 
perfections, and providence of God, Other 
> ſceptics 
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ſceptics have guarded their ſentiments, and 
expreſſed themſelves with ſome degree of 
difidence and reſerve ; but Mr. Hume has 
thrown off the maſk, has laid the ax at 
once to the root of the tree, and attempted = 


effectually to demoliſh the very firſt principles 


of religion, and yet he is ſo happy as to be 
honoured with L—d Ch — d's hearty 
approbation. He is one of thoſe unerring 
guides who is to inſpire his fon with reli- 
gious ſentiments, without which, according 
to his own ideas, every thing elſe can ſig- 

nify nothing in order to his arriving at per- 


fection. 


Eng. It plainly appears to me that his 
conduct in this particular cannot be juſti- 


"ed. -. 


Con. It is impoſſible. To praiſe an Author 
is ſo far to adopt his ſentiments, — Suppoſe 
that L—d Ch——d found it neceflary to 
recommend thefe books, for their eloquence, 
the elegance of their ſtyle, and the uſeful 
knowledge they contain on a variety of 
points, but that he difapproved of their prin- 
eiples with regard to religion, when he ſpoke 
of them to his ſon, would he not have ſaid 
ſo? Would he not have warned him of 
the danger, and endeavoured with prudent 

caution 


— 


TJ 

caution to guard him from it! I well re- 
member a particular Letter in which he 
tells Mr. Stanhope that Lord Bolingbroke 
was a deift, and doubted of the immortality 
of the ſoul ; had he at all wiſhed that his 
ſon. ſhould not adopt ſuch ſentiments, 
could he have been ſilent on the ſubje&, and 
not thought it a very proper occaſion to 
declare his own belief of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, and perſuaſion of a ſtate of future 
exiſtence ? Had theſe writers ſaid any thing 
that might have miſled him with reſpect to 
elocution, addreſs, or any of the graceful 
accompliſhments, would he have been as 
ſilent on that point? No; he would have 
ſet a mark upon it, and cenſured it with the 
utmoſt warmth of expreſſion. — I hope, Eu- 
genius, theſe remarks have ſufficiently open- 
ed your eyes with reſpect to this part of our 

inquiry: 
Eug. I can aſſure you they have Sir. — 
Con. It gives me pleaſure to hear it. You 
know that fince the care of your education 
was firſt committed to me, it has been a 
principal object of my attention to impreſs 
your mind with juſt ſentiments of religion. 
I have ſtudied to explain to you the nature 
and perfections of that glorious and eternal 
C 3 Being 
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Being who is the object of it, and taught 


you the infinite obligations you are under 


to refpe& and venerate him: As my labours 
with you in this noble cauſe have not been 
in vain, and your improvements with re- 


lation to it have correſponded to my wiſhes, 


had you been injured in this reſpect by the 


Letters which are the ſubject of our conver- 
ſation, it would have given me very ſen- 
ſible concern. 

Eug. I know it would Sir, and ſincerely 
thank you for your friendſhip, — The pains 
you have beſtowed on my education lay me 
under the moſt laſting obligations. — You 
have been the means of convincing my un- 
derſtanding of the reality and importance of 
religion; and I hope a high eſteem and af- 
fection for it will ever warm and animate 
my heart. — But there is one thing I am 
much at a loſs about, why any Author 
ſhould attempt to deſtroy. the foundations 
of religion. 

Con. As to the publication of I" 
Ch——d4's Letters, ſo far as they are charge- 


able with this, he, as I mentioned before, is 


no way accountable for it; the world owes 


this obligation to his Editor, — In reſpect to 


thoſe writers J have been ſpeaking of, and 
others _ 


1 
Dthers of the ſame claſs, who have endea- 
voured to injure religion, it is very difficult 
to aſſign a motive for their conduct. — It 
is too evident that in this inſtance they muſt 
have quite diveſted themſelves of benevo- 
lence; for religion is one of the moſt pow- 
erful bonds by which mankind are united; 
it preſents the mind with a variety of con- 
ſiderations which are the ſtrongeſt incentives 
to the practice of virtue, without which, ſo- 
ciety could not poſſibly ſubſiſt. The con- 
viction of the immortality of the ſoul, and 
of the exiſtence of an omnipotent, all pure 
and juſt Being, the Creator and Governor 
of the univerſe, deters from the commiſſion 
of vice, and animates to the diſcharge of 
every moral duty. The deiſt attempts to 
weaken the force of theſe truths, and the 
atheiſt utterly to annihilate them. The 
tendency of their writings is to degrade 
the dignity of man, to render him a much 
leſs reſpectable being in the ſcale of exiſtence; 
it is to deſtroy thoſe noble objects which 
enlarge his underſtanding, refine and elevate 
his affections, and kindle in his ſoul the 
moſt generous and exalted ambition; it 
is to rob him of a ſource of the ſweet- 
eſt and moſt delightful enjoyment, which 
| gives 
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gives him a lively reliſh of the plea- 


ſures of life, caſts an agreeable light over 


all his proſpects, and inſpires him with 
comfort and conſolation in the day of ad- 


verſity. Their inducements then to propagate 


ſuch opinions are neither amiable nor honour- 


able. How then ſhall we explain them? 


Perhaps in this way. Some of them were 
of licentious morals, and attacked religious 


truths to render their character more con- 


ſiſtent in the eyes of mankind, and quiet the 
accuſations of conſcience. Others have acted 
in the ſame manner to ſhew their ingenuity, 
and that they might be ſpoken of in the 
world as the invegtors of ſomething new and 
ſurpriſing. — Wonderful things have been 
done to acquire fame; you remember the 
ſtory of the man who burned the celebrated 
temple of Diana at Epheſus, that his name 
might be handed down to poſterity with the 


remembrance of that execrable deed. — But 


I can ſtay no longer with you at preſent, to- 


morrow we will reſume the ſubject. 


D I A- 
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DIALOGUES 
CONSTANTIUS, EUGENIUS, 


m. AVING conſidered thefe cele- 
= brated Letters ſo far as they re- 
late to religion, let us next take a view of 
his L—p's ſentiments with reſpect to virtue. 
This part of our enquiry calls for a minute 
diſcuſſion, as there is nothing for which they 
are more juſtly cenſurable than the looſe 
morals they contain, | 

Fug, If this is the caſe, he is certainly the 
moſt unaccountable author in the world; for 
if we judge from a variety of his expreſſions, 
it appears to me that the cauſe of virtue never 
had a warmer advocate. I have collected 
feveral of them, and with your permiſſion 
will lay them before you. 


Con, Proceed. 
Eug. As an inducement to Mr. Stanhope 


to ſtudy. hiſtory with attention, his L—p 
obſerves, that it“ animates and excites to the 


"_ of virtue by ſhewing us the regard and 
vene- 
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venerationwith which it has ever been treated, 


He ſhews how much the moderation and equa- 
nimity of the old Romans, ſuch as Curius, 


Scipio, and Fabricius, have been admired; 


% Such ſays he, are the rewards that always 


crown virtue, and ſuch the characters you 


ſhould imitate.” Have not the following 
ſentiments the ſame tendency ? fr © The 
ambition of a man of ſenſe and honour 1s 
to be diſtingniſhed by the reputation of 


knowledge, truth and virtue.“ „ Much ra- 


ther die than do a baſe and criminal action.“ 
„Let no quibbles of lawyers, no refinements 
of caſuiſtry break into the plain notions of 
right and wrong; to do as you would be 
done by, is the plain, ſure, and indiſputable 
rule of morality ; ſtick to that, and be con- 
vinced that whatever breaks into it in any 
degree, however ſpeciouſly it may be turned, 
notwithſtanding is falſe in itſelf, unjuſt and 
criminal.” || The ſure character of a found 
and ſtrong mind is to find in every thing 
thoſe certain bounds, guos ultra nequit con- 
tere rectum; theſe bounds are marked out 
by a very * line, keep it always1 in your 1 
and learn to walk upon it,” 
Con. Have 


F Soth let. 1ſt vol. 4 81 1. 2d l. 1 142d 1, 
2d vol, ns 


„ 

Con. Have you any more paſſages of the, 
ſame kind ? 

Eug, I have Sir. ey es not the lese 
clearly expreſſive of the different qualities 
of virtue and vice?* © Vice in its true 
light is ſo deformed, that it ſhocks us at 
firſt fight, and would hardly ever ſeduce us 
if it 12 not at firſt wear the maſk of ſome 
virtue.” —+ Let your company ſhine ever 
ſo bright, their vices, if they have any, are 
ſo many ſpots which you would no more 
imitate, than you would make an artificial 
wart upon your face,” f — Virtue is in it- 
ſelf ſo beautiful, that it charms us at firſt 
fight, and engages us more and more on 
1 acquaintance.” — Beſides thoſe I 
have mentioned there are other Letters where- 
in the importance and advantages of virtue 
are finely illuſtrated. 

Con. Produce oi | 

Eug. || © Virtue gives an inward comfort 
which nothing elſe can.—Riches and great- 
neſs may be torn from us, ſickneſs may de- 
prive us of the pleaſures of the body but 
nothing can deprive us of virtue.” - If 
a man has acquired riches and power by 

evil 


* 110th let. 1ſt vol. + 193d l. 2d vol. 1 110 
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evil means, he cannot enjoy them, becauſe 
his conſcience will torment him both day 
and night ; whereas let-a virtuous man be 
ever ſo poor or unfortunate in the world, 
fill his virtue is its own reward, and will 
comfort him under all his afflitions; he is 
delighted with his own reſlections, and is 
efteemed, reſpected, and admired by the 
world.”* — My tenderneſs for you. makes 
me think more of the manner. than. the 
length of your life, and forbids me to with 
it prolonged” by a fingle day, that ſhould 
bring guilt, reproach, and ſhame: upon 
you.” —'< Your morali character muſt. be 
not only pure, but like Cæſar's wife, un- 
ſuſpected; the leaft ſpeck or blemiſh upon it 
is fatal. f“ A man who does not ſolidly 
eſtabliſh, and really deſerve a character of 
truth, good manners, and good morals at his 
firſt ſetting out in the world, may impoſe 
and ſhine like a meteor. for a very ſhort 
time, but will very ſoon vaniſh, and be 
extinguiſhed with contempt.”f— On which 
account he entreats him not only to keep his 
own mind unſullied, but warmly exhorts 
him to be on all occaſions the advocate, 

the 
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the friend of virtue, and to treat every breack 

of morality in others with denne and 

abhorrence. 1 
Con. The moſt firenyous are for 


L.. —d could not find any paſ--. 
ſages in his Letters ſeemingly more favour- 
able to him on the preſent point than thoſe . 
you have collected: Now I ſuppoſe Eugenius, 
you certainly conclude from them, that my 
remark with reſpect to the looſeneſs e 


morals, is without any foundation. 
Eug. Had not our late converſation ment; 
me to be more cautious in my judgment on 


this ſubject, I ſhould W be in- 


clined to think ſo. : 
Con. I am not at all ſurpriſed at it, for 
the precepts and reflections you have taken. 
notice of appear to expreſs the moſt' nice 
and delicate taſte for virtue, with a lively 
perſuaſion of its excellence and the ineſti- 
mable advantages which attend it. Had he 
meant that the general terms they are con- 
veyed in, ſhould be underſtood in their ſtrict 
and common acceptation, and had the other 
parts of his Letters been conſiſtent with them, 
he would deſervedly be placed among the 
higheſt claſs of thoſe diſtinguiſhed moraliſts, 
whoſe generous endeavours in the cauſe of 
2 virtue, 
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virtue, have handed down their memories 


with honour to poſterity. — Phen indeed the 


pen of the critic or hiſtorian, in giving a 


charaQter of his work, would-not bedipped, in_ 
the-gall of fatire, but chearfully employed in 
drawing his grateful and honourable pane- 
gyrie.— Thus to be inſpired: by the ambition 
of being honoured - with the reputation of 
knowledge, truth and virtue; to be ani- 
mated by the glorious eſolution of dying, ra- 
ther than · commit a baſe or criminal action; 
to have the mind pure and ancontaminated, 
and to look upon every kind of vice, every 
breach of morality with contempt and de- 
teſtation, if the words truth, purity, virtue, N 
vice are taken in their natural and proper 
ſignification, is to be adorned with every 
thing that can render human nature amiable, 
lovely, and exalted. — Ingenuity, elegance, 


the moſt graceful powers of perſuaſion ex- 


erted in forming ſuch a character, and ex- 
tending their general influence to mankind, 
would demand from the world a tribute of 
gratitude and the higheſt . approbation, — 
But alas.! theſe generous feelings of the ; 


heart have nothing to excite them on the 


preſent occafion: for thoſe ſtriking ſenti- 


ments you have mentioned, are ſo far from 
merit- 
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meriting our efteem, that they are perhaps 
the moſt Gm gorous: part of the whole m- 
lication, 
Eug. Vou ſurpriſe me, Sir, exceedingly, 
how can that poſlibly be the caſe? 
Con. I will tell you, Fhere is nothing in 
the whole compaſs of nature ſo deteſtable as 
vice; when no pains are taken to conceal its 
* uglineſs and deformity, we view it 
with diſguſt, unleſs our minds have taken 
a wrong turn, and our moral taſte is cor--—Fꝛ 
rupted by the habitual gratification of ſome 
criminal paſſion. — Hence the looſe morals 
of L—d Ch——d would by n means have 
fo pernicious a tendency, were they not 
palliated by theſe ſtrong expreſſions he'makes 
uſe of in favour of virtue, — When' he tells 
you that vice in its true light is ſo deformed, 
that it ſhocks us at ffſt fight ; that the man 
who commits it, is continually tormented by 
the upbraidings of his conſcience, and ex- 
poſes himſelf to. reproach, infamy and con- 
tempt; when he aſſures us that virtue is it- 
ſelf ſo beautiful, that it inſtantly charms us 
on beholding it, that it is its own reward, 
our comfort under afflictions, a ſolid, a per- 
manent good, and a mean of rendering us 
* reſpected, and admired by the 
D 2 world; 
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appeared to you in their proper light; but 


| X37 
world; we cannot poffibly think - that he 


would attempt to recommend the one, or to 


leſſen our regard and veneration for the other. 


This is the maſk, to ſpeak his own language, 


by which we are ſeduced, that puts us off 
our guard, and ſo engages us in his - favour, 
that we are much more ſuſceptible of his in- 


fectious poiſon. — Appeal to the feelings of 


your own mind for the truth of this. — Aſk 


yourſelf whether there are not many in- 
ſtructions which his L—p gives his ſon, 


that would have appeared to you much more 
exceptionable, had it not been for the reaſon 


J have mentioned. 


Eug. This is placing the ſubject in a light 
which I muſt own I had no conception of. 
J well recolle& there were ſeveral ad vices 


in the Letters which had not my entire ap- 


probation, at leaſt I was not quite clear 
about them, but I did not conſider them 
with particular attention, and I believe it 


is true, it was owing to my not ſuſpecting 
of unbecoming ſentiments an author, who 


in many places hath expreſſed himſelf fo 
much to my ſatisfaction with reſpect | to 


virtue, 
Con. Thoſe advices would at once ie | 


the 


* 


the caſe is the ſame with you as I am afraid 


it has been with many of his readers; you 


have found yourſelf inclined to explain hzs 
Loy s inſtructions to his ſon on particular 
points, by his general declarations relating 
to morality, rather, than to explain his ge- 
neral precepts on that ſubject by his parti- 
cular ſentiments, — The former method is 


quite fallacious, the latter the only one in 


ſuch matters of finding out the truth. — Uſe 
your own reflection for a moment, and you 
will be at no loſs how to determine, — If I 
ſay that purity is a grace of intrinſic beauty 
and excellence, but allow you freely in any 


circumſtance to indulge an irregular paſſion, 


if f "aſſert that truth is one of the firſt of 
virtues, and tell you at the ſame time that if 
it will ſerve your own intereſt, there is no- 
thing improper in the ufe' of cunning diſ- 
ingenuous arts; in what manner will you 


judge of my opinions? You ſee if you aſ- 


ſert, on account of my genera] principles, 
that an inſtance of licentious gratification is 
not impurity, and that an act of wilful hy- 


pocriſy is not inconſiſtent with truth, you 


will draw a very wrong concluſion ; but if 
from the liberty I allow you in theſe parti- 


R you determine that I have falſe 


D 3 notions 
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notions of the nature of purity and truth, 
you think perfectly right. — As a key to 
explain to you L—d Ch——d's morality, 


I will lay before you on the next occaſion, 


his ſentiments with reſpect to the foundation 
of virtue, at preſent we muſt turn our at- 
tention to other matters, 


DIA. 


E 


„ TAE 


CONSTANTIUS, EUGENIUS. 


to my promiſe, lay before you L—d C—d's 
ideas with reſpect to the foundation of virtue. 
It is neceſfary you ſhould have a diſtinct 
notion of this, for it is the corrupt muddy 
fountain, that has produced thoſe immaral 
ſentiments, which are excedingly diſguſting 


and offenſive to every mind poſſeſſed of the 


leaſt refinement or delicacy of taſte. 


Eug. I ſhall be much pleaſed to hear vou 


explain yourſelf particularly on that point. 
Con. His L—p ſpeaking of Monfieur de 
la Rochefoucault fays,* 4 I know he is 
| blamed, but I think without reaſon, for de- 
riving all our actions from the ſource of 


ſelf- love; for my own part I ſee a great deal 


of truth, and no harm at all in that opinion.” 
15 In 


129th 1, 1ſt vol; 


DIALOGUE w. 


Con. S this is a convenient opportunity, 
I will now Eugenius, according 


| 
[7 
; 
5 
1 
0 
of 
£1 
| 
Z 
y 
1 
ö 
1 
N 
y 
L 
| 
. 
: 
1 
| | 
4 
| 
Ml 
p 


1 - 
Vw 


(34) 


In this manner he ſupports his aſſertion, in 
which you perceivethat ingenuity and inſinua- 
ting addreſs for which he was on all occaſions 
ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhed. —#* It is certain 
we ſeek our own happineſs in every thing we 
do, and it is as certain that we can only And 
it in doing well, and in conforming in all 
our actions to the rule of right reaſon, which 
is the great law of nature.—It.is pnly a 


Z miſtaken ſelf-love that is a blameable mo- 


tive, when we take the immediate and indiſ- 
criminate gratification of a paſſion. or appe- 
tite for real happineſs. — ] But am I blame- 
able if I do a good action upon account of 
the happineſs which that honeſt conſciouſ- 
neſs will give me? Surely not. — On the 
contrary that pleaſing conſciouſnefs is a proof 


of my virtue. Give me but virtuous actions 


and I will not quibble and chicane about 
the motives ; and I will give any body their 


- choice of theſe two truths, which amount 
to the ſame thing, he who loves himſelf 


beſt is the honeſteſt man, or the honeſteſt 
man loves himſelf beſt.” — Our author fre- 
quently applauds, and recommends the Duke 
de Rochefoucault, with whom the opinion 
now mentioned concerning the ſpring of hu- 
man actions, was a leading principle, — In 
| One 


„ : 

one Letter he Rye, « would you know 
men read la Rochefoucault.” — Mr, Hume 
likewiſe, formerly taken notice of, as one 
of his L—p's favourite writers, traces up 
virtue to the ſame ſource, — The characters 
of la Bruyere, an author of the ſame ſtamp, 
are likewiſe greatly applauded by him. 

Eug. I have not perhaps conſidered theſe 
matters with due attention, but I cannot 
help thinking that ſelf-love is a very ſtrong 
and powerful principle in the human mind, 
Nature prompts me to avoid whatever diſ- 
turbs my enjoyment, ſhe invariably animates 


me to purſue thoſe objects that contribute to 


my pleaſure; and ſure you will not condemn 
me for thinking that one of the firſt and 
nobleſt of theſe is a conſciouſneſs of virtue, 
and that a proſpect of obtaining it, is not 
an unworthy motive of action. 

Con. I cannot poſſibly blame either you 
or L—d Ch d for thinking that much 
pleaſure ariſes from the conſciouſneſs of vir- 
tue, as alſo that ſelf-love, or a cool defire of 
- happineſs, is a ſtrong affection of the human 
mind. — The pleaſures of virtue are the moſt 
elegant, the moſt refined and exalted of any 
of the ſources of good, which give joy and 
ſatisfaction to the heart of man. — And as 

| | | to 
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to ſelf- love, the circumſtances of our being 


make it quite neceſſary that it ſhould operate 
with conſiderable force, — The inſtincts, as 
well as the cool deſire of happineſs implanted 
in our nature, are all proper in order to our 
attaining that perfection deſigned us by the 
author of our. exiſtence :, But then, becauſe 
virtue gives pleaſure, ſhall we ſay that the 
proſpect of that pleaſure is our only induce- 
ment to the practice of it, or that morality 
has no ſupport, no animating ſpring but the 
ſelfiſh affections? The man of the world 
who wiſhes to gratify all his inclinations, 
and to ſhine amidſt the outward glitter and 
parade of life, may with L—d C h — d 


be of ſuch ſentiments, but let the pure, the 


genuine deciſions of nature be your guide, 


and what will they lead you to? When you 


behold your fellow- creature i in diſtreſs, is it 
ſelf-love, is it a deſire to promote your own | 
happineſs, that bedews your cheek with the 
ſympathetic tear, and animates you . to fly 


to his relief ? No, your diſintereſted bene- 
volence is the cauſe, of this exerciſe of your 


compaſſion. — If we really ſeek our own 


good in every thing we do, then it evident- 
ly follows that we do nothing, until we 


clearly ſee that it conduces to that end; but 
are 


CF) 


are there not ten thouſand inſtances to per- | 
ſuade us to the contrary? The advocates: - 
for certain principles may by the help of 
metaphyſical refinements, warp, they may 
twiſt the feelings of the mind, and force the 
appearances of nature into a conformity with 
their opinion. — But Naturam Furca expellas, 
tamen. uſque recurret. — There is not a man 
who muſt not be convinced by a multitude 
of irreſiſtible facts, that he is impelled. by an 
original law of his conſtitution to exert him 
ſelf when an opportunity is preſented, merely 
with no other view than to alleviate the diſ- 
treſs or promote che well-being of others, — 
When he does ſo, in proportion to the good 
he has been the author of, he is conſcious 
to ſenſations of pure and exalted delight; 
but then this pleaſure is a conſequence, by 
no means the actuating ſpring of his bene- 
volence, — Well Eugenius, what do yer: 
think of my doctrine? | 

Eug. From my preſent view of it, L can- 
not withold my aſſent from it. 

Con. T am glad of it, but I have not yet” 
done, I have other ne of the error 
of this opinion of our author. — If ſelf- love 


is the principle of virtue, and the ſpring of 


all our actions, why does the benevolence 


of 


(- 1 


of thoſe who have lived in ages and countries, 
widely remote from our own, command our 
lively and affectionate approbation ? Why do 
we read of the noble efforts in the cauſe of 
liberty and their country, of a Camillus, a 
Scipio, or an Ariſtides, with ſuch warm and 
ardent feelings of eſteem ? On what account 
is it that his L—p tells us that ſuch exalted 
characters are the objects of our veneration? 
Is the patriotiſm of Camillus, of Scipio, 
and Ariſtides, any thing to us ? How does 
it gratify our ſelf-Jove, or contribute to our 
private advantage? Nay what is ſtill more 
ſtrange, more difficult to be accounted. for 
on his principles; had L—d Ch— d 
lived in the days of theſe heroes, had he been 
a Gaul, a citizen of Carthage, or a ſoldier 
in the army of Xerxes, where he would 
have found their virtue to be oppoſite to the 
intereſt of his country, he would have re- 
ſpeed and admired it. — Such men, as well 
as others, are themſelves on many occaſions _ 
compelled to expoſe the falſehood of their 
ſpeculative opinions, — * Was his L—p_ 
conſcious 


* Thus Cicero obſerves that the anxious con- 
cern which Epicurus diſcovered for his friends 
and relatives in framing his laſt will, was a con- 
vincing proof of the fallacy of his ſelfiſh notions, 
prith reſpect to the nature and foundation of virtue. 

* 


( . 


conſcious of nothing within himſelf, that 
might have taught him to entertain more 


noble and exalted ſentiments of the conſti- 
tution of his mind? — Did the voice of 


the generous affections there never vindicate 
their cauſe? On receiving an obligation, 
did not his breaſt glow with lively ſenſa- 


tions of gratitude to his kind benefactor ? 
Was he never delighted with the ſweet and 


engaging ſenſibilities of friendſhip ? Or did 


he withold more than other men, his tribute 
of tender anxiety and condolence on be- 


holding a pitiable object? Could he bring 
himſelf to think that theſe feelings had no- 
thing in them of the generous and diſinte- 
reſted? Muſt they be ſtripped of all their 
beauty and reſolved into ſelfiſh principles? 
Yes, they muſt, and we are required to give 
our aſſent to theſe two maxims, which he is 
pleaſed to call truths, << he who loves him- 
ſelf beſt is the honeſteſt man, or the ho- 
neſteſt man loves himſelf beſt.” — They 
both follow from his ſcheme, and are equally 
deluſive and unjuſt. — For the expreſſion 
here honeſt et is preciſely equivalent to the 
moſt virtuous. — Now he who loves himſelf 


beſt in, Ld Ch————d9's ſenſe, who con- 
ders it as a law of his nature to be invariably 
E guided 
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guided by the ſelfiſh affections, wraps him- 
ſelf up within the circle of his own little 
private concerns, and is utterly incapable of 
thoſe noble and generous exertions, without 
which he cannot have the leaſt pretenſions 
to that exalted character. — Neither does 
the honeſteſt, the moſt virtuous man, love 
himſelf beſt ; farther than as prudence makes 
it necellary, he loſeth ſight of ſo ſmall an 
object, reſtrains every contracted deſire, lays 
open his breaſt to the power of a manly ex- 
tenſive benevolence, and makes it his delight, 
the glorious object of his ambition, to be 
kind, friendly, and uſeful to all, who come 
within his influence. | 

Eug. Such a character is no doubt ex- 
ceedingly amiable : But ſtill I cannot think 
that L—d Ch d is ſo blameable for 
holding the principle we are ſpeaking of, 
for though he is perſuaded that ſelf-love is 
the foundation of virtue, yet he ſays that 
the object of it, our own happineſs, is only 
to be found in doing well, in refuſing to 
gratify our paſſions indiſcriminately, and in 
conforming all our actions to the rule of 
right reaſon. — Now if this motive of his 
is ſufficient to engage us to act a worthy 


par ta 
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part, is it of any real conſequence to vir- 
tue, though it ſhould differ from yours ? 
Con. Yes, it is of infinite conſequence to 
; for do you not fee that this robs virtue 
+ all its dignity, of all that intrinſic love- 
lineſs, which renders it the glory of humanity 
and the nobleſt ornament of that exalted 
Being, who 1s, the uncreated ſource of beauty 
and excellence, — Conſider it in this light, 
and what can you perceive in it to excite 
your eſteem. and admiration, and to capti- 
vate your heart? If this principle is juſt, 
then virtue is no longer deſireable for her 
own ſake; and they who with heroic mag- 
nanimity, have ſuffered a variety of diſtreſ- 
ſing ills rather than forfeit their integrity, 
have acted a moſt abſurd and fooliſh part. 
But were it indeed unneceſſary that virtue 
ſhould have any thing in it of inherent ex- 
cellence, in order to engage us to obey her 
dictates ; were that prevalence of the ſelfiſh 
deſires that ftrips her of all her native charms, 
and reduces her to a lifeleſs unattracting 
form, ſufficient to regulate our paſſions, and 
to engage us to act the part required of us 
as intelligent and moral beings, our author 
might have enjoyed his opinion with very 
little oppolition from me ; but you will find 
E 2 "m 
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(. 42 ) 
that this is far from being the caſe; for when 


we adopt the principle that a Ae of our 
own private enjoyment is to be the only guide 


of our actions, whatever we may talk in 


theory concerning their conformity to reaſon, 
and the impropriety of irregular indulgence, 
on our reducing this opinion to practice a- 
midſt the various objects of deſire and tempta- 
tions that ſurround us, we find that it be- 
comes a ready advocate for the weakneſs of 


our nature, and is eaſily prevailed with to 


give its ſanction to the intemperate gratifi- 


cation of our paſſions, The occaſion of plea- 


ſure is preſented, our inclinations are ex- 
cited, why ſays ſelf-love reſiſt the impulſe of 
nature ? Why ſubmit to the pain of uneaſy 
reſtraint? That we ſhould do ſo is the lan- 
guage of aſcitic fools who know not the en- 
joyments of life; indulge then freely, it is 
your happinefs, your chief good, — Thus 
the checks of conſcience are quieted, vice 
loſeth its deformity, and no ſmall power is 
added to the depravity and corruption of the 
human heart. — On the other hand when 
virtue, whether in difpoſitions or actions, is 
conſidered as poſſeſſed in itſetf of amiable and 
engaging qualities, but vice of thoſe which 
are ugly and deformed, unſuitable to the 

dignity 


f-4n-3 


dignity and = of every intelligent 
nature, and that thoſe qualities are perceived 


by a faculty originally implanted in the mind, 


to be a judge of our behaviour, juſt as the ex- 
ternal ſenſes are given us, to point out and 
diſtinguith their ſeveral objects, then we have 
a fixed and permanent ſtandard, which is 


quite independent of all our falſe views and 


prejudices, to regulate our conduct, to con- 
troul our appetites, and direct us to a man- 
ner of life, ſuitable to the important ends 
of our exiſtence, — J have thus far on this 
point, out of complaiſance to his L—p, 
ſpoken as if I thought that he really believed 


there was a foundation for virtue, and only 


condemned the principle from which he de- 
rived it; but I will now throw off every ſem- 
blance of diſguiſe, and hope to convince you, 
that in what he ſays of ſelf-love, he imme- 
diately becomes an apologiſt for vice. 

Eug. If you 40, I ſhall be no longer his 
apologiſt. 

Com. The firſt in thoſe modern times who 


taught the ſyſtem of ſelf-love was la Roche- 


foucault ; the opinions which he taught with 
reſpect to that matter, fully explained and 
traced to their conſequences, were of a very 
licentious nature, tending to deſtroy all real 
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Aiſtinction betwixt virtue and vice: Theſe 
ſentiments as I have told you, L—d 
Ch d embraced, not as a ſpeculative 
philoſopher, in which ſenſe he might- have 
done ſo, and yet from the power of nature 
been virtuous in principle and practice, but 
with a view to regulate his conduct through 
life. — It was not his maxim that he ſhould 
do any particular action, becauſe it was re- 
quired of him by a moral law, but becauſe 
in doing it he received pleaſure from it ; ſup- 
poſe it to be the gratification of a criminal 
appetite, provided it did not deſtroy his 
health or injure his character in the faſhion- 
able world, therefore it was virtuous ; which 
you perceive was confounding every idea of 
virtue, and uſing with the moſt licentious 
and unhallowed profanation, that venerable 
word, — This idea plainly appears in a re- 
markable expreſſion of his, I before men- 
tioned to you. — Give me, ſays he, but 
virtuous actions, and I will not quibble and 
Chicane about the motives.” Have his words 
here, virtuous actions, any meaning? They 
can have none that is decent and becoming. 
Actions cannot be virtuous, unleſs they pro- 
ceed from worthy motives; but what the 
motives are to any action, or the intentions 
| 5 5 from 


( 45 3 
from which it is performed, he directly in- 
ſinuates are of no conſequence, does it not 
therefore follow according to him that vir- 
tue has no foundation? That it was his 
opinion that there are no fixed and perma- 
nent laws of virtue 1s farther evident from 
what he ſays in one of his Letters to his 
friends. — Are not moſt of us, he aſks, 
beholden for our virtue to particular cir- 


cumſtances and accidental cauſes? As for 


me, I have humility to own, and were I to 
tell you the whole truth, ſelf-experience to 
confirm it.”* — Had his L—p thought that 
there was a proviſion made for virtue in the 
original frame and conſtitution of the mind, 
he would have aſcribed every virtuous action 


to this, as an invariable cauſe, and not to 


one merely accidental, or to any particular 
circumſtance, — A particular circumſtance 
may give occaſion to the exerciſe of good 
diſpoſitions, but cannot be the original ſpring 
of any ſuch action in the opinion of any 


one who entertains proper ſentiments of the 


nature of virtue. — The obſervations I have 
now made with reſpec to his L—p's prin- 
ciples, will appear perfectly juſt to any one 


who. 


| * Letter at the end of ad vol. 
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who will read his Letters with unprejudiced 
candour, — What is the view which he gives 
us of the ruling motives of his own conduct? 
Is it not entirely the ſame with the account 
given us of the nature of virtue by thoſe ce- 
lebrated philoſophers he admires, who when 
they throw off the maſk, and ſpeak their 
opinion without reſerve, trace it up to that 
reſpectable and honourable ſource, vanity 
and pride ? 

Speaking of himſelf, he ſays, that I 
had vanity to a prodigious degree, I fairly 
own, and what is more, I confeſs it without 
repentance, nay I am glad I had it; ſince if 
I have had the good fortune to pleaſe in the 
world, it is to that powerful and active prin- 
ciple that I owe it. — I began the world not 
with a bare defire, but with an inſatiable 
thirſt, a rage of popularity, applauſe, and 
admiration ; if this made me do ſome filly 
things on one hand, on the other hand it 
made me do almoſt all the right things that 
I did.” — Here follows a catalogue of ſome 
of the right things that he did from this mo- 
tive, which appear exceedingly beautiful, 
& It made me attentive and civil to the wo- 

| men 
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men I diſliked and to the men ] deſpiſed, in 
hopes of the applauſe of both; though J 
neither deſired, nor would 1 have accepted 
the favours of the one, nor the friendſhip 
of the other ; I always dreſſed, talked, and 
looked my beſt; and I own was overjoyed 
whenever I perceived that by all three or any 
one of them, the company was pleaſed with 
me, — To men I talked whatever I thought 
would give them the beſt opinion of my parts, 
and to women what I was ſure would pleaſe. 
them, flattery, gallantry and love, — Was 
not this a pretty mode of conduct ? 

Eng. I ſhould imagine, Sir, that a deſire 
to pleaſe, is not an unbecoming principle. — 
Would not our fituation in life be much leſs 
agreeable, if we did not ſtudy to render our- 
ſelves agreeable to thoſe with whom we are 
connected ? 4p, 534 

Con, I grant you that the ooh in which 
we live has a right to our complaiſance ; 
we owe this to mankind as a tribute to hu- 
manity, and find at the ſame time that it has 
always a tendency to promote our own en- 
joyment.— An affected ſtiffneſs and fingula- 
rity in our manners, is not more unamiable 
in itſelf, than unpleaſing to our friends; 


and ſo far from being a mark of humility or 
ſelf- 


Tt & 7 


ſelf-denial, of which it aſſumes the ap- 
pearance, generally proceeds from pride, — 
There is a certain pliancy and conformity of 
behaviour to the particular taſte and incli- 
nation of thoſe we converſe with ; there is an 
eaſe, an elegance and polite gracefulneſs, in 
every thing we ſay and do, which is ex- 
tremely engaging, and very well worth the 
attention of every man who is placed in a 
genteel ſtation in the world. — But then to 
rate theſe accompliſhments infinitely beyond 
their intrinſic value; to conſider them not 
merely as the innocent means of pleaſing, 
but to have an inſatiable thirſt to be admired 
and applauded on account of them; to be 
animated with a vain deſire of praiſe as a 
ruling principle which has for its object 
matters relating to politeneſs, dreſs and other 
external ornaments ; nay, in order to gratify 
this paſſion, to comply with the inclination 
of others in things which are looked upon 
by the dictates of integrity with a generous 
indignation ; do not you think, Eugenius, 
that there is an impropriety, a meanneſs in 
this, which any man conſcious of the dig- 
nity of his nature, and poſſeſſed of becoming 
ſentiments, ought to be aſhamed of ? 


Eug. I moſt certainly do. — | 
Con. The 
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Con. The love of virtue is the moſt ho- 
nourable and glorious paſſion of the human 
ſoul : Of the different affections of the mind 
it deſervedly holds the firſt rank, with reſpe& 
to dignity, and the tendency it has to raiſe 
us to the higheſt degree of excellence and 
perfection. — Next to the love of virtue, 
our nobleſt deſire is that of obtaining the 
eſteem and approbation which flows from 
the practice of it: The difference between 
this latter feeling and vanity, is this; the 
one has for its object the good opinion of 
others for qualities which in themſelves are 
amiable and praiſe-worthy; the other is am- 
bitious of it on account of what has no in- 
trinſic excellence, of what has nothing in 
its own nature, to command our reſpect or 
eſteem, but which derives its entire value 
from faſhion, from things merely external, 
which, independent of the prevailing taſte, 
are perfectly trifling and inſignificant, — 
Such were the matters to which L——d 
Ch, ſo far as appears, from his Letters 
directed the whole bent of his mind, on 
which he ſet his heart and affections.— To 
be adorned with the graces; to ſhine as all 
accompliſhed in the gay and faſhionable 
world ; to expreſs himſelf with eaſe and pro- 


priety, 


Cn) 


priety; to acquire an inſinuating elegance of 
manner, in order to obtain praiſe and admi- 
ration; thoſe were the objects of his ardent 
purſuit. — Such in reſpect to theſe matters as 
he laboured to be himſelf, and really was in 
a ſuperior degree, he endeavours to make his 
ſon in all his advices. to him. Had he, in 
the pains he took to inſpire him with vanity, 
kept within the common bounds of decency, 
and not at the ſame time done every thing in 
his power, to corrupt his morals, to deprave 
and contaminate his heart, he would have 
much leſs excited the diſpleaſure of the vir- 
tuous part of mankind. — How far he hath 
done fo, agreeably to his licentious prin- 
Ciples, which J have attempted to explain, 
I will endeavour to convince you, the next 
opportunity we have of reſuming the ſubject. 


CONSTANTIUS, EUGENIUS. 


HALL we now, Eugenius, pro- 
ceed with our reflections relating 
to L—d Ch——d's Letters? 

Eug. It will be extremely agreeable to me. 
Our paſt converſations on that ſubje& have 
been of much uſe to me, by teaching me 
the folly of forming a judgment of any 
matter before it is conſidered with proper at- 
tention, — With reſpect to the particulars 
you have already taken notice of, I am per- 
fectly convinced that his Lp has not any 


Con. 


juſt claim to my approbation; but J ſhall be 


glad to hear what you _ farther to ſay on 
this point. — 

Con. You remember TI dy pointed 
out to you L- d Ch——d's ſentiments, 
with relation to the nature of virtue: I 
ſhall at preſent give you a view of thoſe looſe 
morals, contained in his Letters, which are 
the proper fruits of them, — Human virtue 
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is no doubt very imperfect. Men poſſeſſed 
of the beſt principles, frequently, from the 
ſtrength of ſudden, unguarded paſſions, and 
the power of temptation, deviate from the 
ſtrict line of integrity, and fall into impro- 
prieties in conduct: But vice ſpringing from 
cool, from wilful and deliberate intention, 

argues the utmoſt depravity both of heart 
and underſtanding, and muſt ever excite our 
deteſtation. — I fhall lay before you ſeveral 
paſſages in our Author, which I am con- 
vinced muſt irreſiſtibly excite in you this feel- 
Ing. = May I be convinced that your 
pleaſures, whatever they be, will be confined 
within the circle of good company and 
people of faſhion ; thofe pleaſures I recom- 
mend to you, I will promote them, I will 
pay for them. — I confeſs the pleaſures of 
High life are not always ſtrictly philofophical, 

and I believe a Stoic would blame my in- 

dulgence, but I am no Stoic though turned 
of fifty-five, — The gallantry of high life, 
though not ſtrictly juſtifiable, carries at leaſt 

mo external marks of infamy about it, nei- 


ther the heart or conſtitution is Corrupted 
by it. 


| The 
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* The love of pleaſures, is extremely 
natural, and the enjoyment of them not un- 
becoming, but then the pleaſures of low 
life are all miſtaken, merely ſenſual and diſ- 
graceful, whereas thoſe of high life, though 
poſſibly in themſelves, not more moral, are 
more delicate, more refined, and in the com- 
mon courſe of things not reckoned diſgraceful 
at all.“ Are not thefe becoming n=. 
Eugenius? | 
Eug. You have taught me to anſwer your 
queſtions with modeſty, and particularly not 
to underſtand his L—p's words in the ſenſe 
which they naturally expreſs ; but I imagine 
that the enjoyment of more refined and de- 
licate .. has nothing in it inde- 
cent. — 
Con. Ves, very refined and delicate dead ! 
If thoſe pleaſures which our noble author 
here recommends to his ſon, as proper for 
him to indulge in, are more delicate and re- 
fined, if they are raiſed above ſuch as are 
ſenſual and diſgraceful, if they are not un- 
becoming, why are they not ſtrictly juſtifi- 
able? Why are they not moral which he ſays 
they are not? Why ſhould they not be ap- 
F 2 proved 
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proved of by the ſincereſt friends of virtue 
and philoſophy? Is it not the exalted ob- 
ject of philoſophy, to raiſe the mind above 
pleaſures that are groſs, mean and ſenſual], 
and to inſpire it with the love of ſuch as 
are noble, refined, and ſuited to the dignity 


of our nature? But the truth of the matter 


is, his L—p uſes the words, refined, delicate, 
in a looſe, indeterminate ſenſe : He by no 
means intends they ſhould expreſs thoſe ex- 
cellent ideas they are naturally fitted to con- 
vey. — Diſdaining thoſe ignoble reſtraints 
which fetter the generality of mankind, he 
levels all diſtinctions.— Indulgence, neither 
moral nor juſtifiable, does not it ſeems cor- 
rupt the heart, — If the pleaſures which his 
ſon enjoys, are confined within the circle of 
good company and people of faſhion, he will 
pay for them, he will promote them, what- 
ever they be. — And why not? Are not 


good company and the faſhion, an admirable 


ſtandard of right and wrong? Are not ſuch 
judges excellently qualified to preſcribe the 
limits of virtue and vice, and to ſtamp with 
the character of decent and becoming, actions, 
which in the eſtimation of low and vulgar 
minds are unhallowed, licentious, and de- 
teſtable? The 1 of a criminal in- 

clination, 


* 


(W 1 

elination, under the ſanction of genteel and 
reſpectable aſſoeiates, is not unbecoming, 
hurts not the purity of the mind, and is not 
diſgraceful at all: But the very ſame grati- 
fication among thoſe of a humbler ſtation is 
quite a miſtaken one, is diſgraceful and the 
object of contempt. This moſt inſtructive 
leſſon is not the effect of the warm unthink- 
ing temperament of youth; it is the reſult 
of cool, deliberate judgment. — Turbulent 
paſſions, which are ſo apt to pervert the un- 
derſtanding and the heart, had then full time 


| to ſubſide with his L—p, for he was, as 


he himſelf informs us, arrived at the age 


of fifty- five. 

Pa How is it poſſible that I could have 
ſo haſtily overlooked all this; I am aſtoniſhed 
at my inattention. 

Cou. You will have more cauſe yet to 
wonder at the deception you have laboured 
under. — I have collected ſeveral other paſ- 
ſages ſtamped with the ſame ſignature, ſome 
of them in colours infinitely more diſguſting. 
*<© Enjoy, ſays his Lp, the pleaſures of 
youth, you cannot do better, but refine and 


dignify them like a man of parts, let them 
13 raiſe 
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was to be the glorious object of his ambition; 


l tte 198 6 NS FO (aw 7 * $4, i. 6 * 
— — Ln IO REIT” * wa n eee e oc tans oa e ee * 
— — 7 —ů — — — — —ũ— — — AR — — - 


. 


(1 
raiſe and not fink, let them adorn and not 
vilify your character, let them be the plea- 
ſures of a gentleman.” — The pleaſures here 
ſpoken of are of the ſame nature with thoſe 
I have juſt mentioned to you, and indeed 
are every where praiſed and recommended 
in the Letters we are conſidering. — They 
conſiſt in the unreftrained indulgence of va- 
nity ; in being admired for accompliſhments 
which reach no farther than dreſs and ele- 
gance of manner; in gratifying without 
controul, within the limits of the polite and 
faſhionable world, every impure deſire and 
licentious appetite. — Our author was firmly 
perſuaded that his ſon could not poſhbly do 
better, than to drink in large and plentiful 
draughts, at theſe fountains of refined and 


faſhionable enjoyment. — “ Seriouſly ſays 


he, writing to Mr. Stanhope at Manheim, + 
J am very glad you are whirled in ſuch a 
tourbillon of pleaſures, they ſmooth, poliſh, 
and rub off rough corners, perhaps too you 
„ a word which 
ſignifies a criminal connection, which is ſtill 
more eſſectual.ꝰ — This courſe of diſſipation, 


the 
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the advantages ariſing from it, would dignify 
him as a man of parts, they would raiſe 'and 
adorn his character; and all for this excel- 
lent reaſon, that ſuch indulgences would be 
the pleaſures of a gentleman.—An ingenious 
writer has given us ſomewhat different traits 
in his deſcription of that character. * Ag 
the great poet, ſays he, animates all the dif- 
ferent parts of learning by the force of his 
genius, and irradiates all the compaſs of his 
knowledge by the luſtre and brightneſs of his 
fancy; ſo all the great and ſolid perfections 
of life appear in the finiſhed gentleman ; as 
to his heart, it is firm and intrepid, void of 
all inordinate paſſions, and full of tender- 
nels, compaſſion, and beneyolence.” | 

' Eug. Such graces are indeed ſomewhat dif- 
ferent from thoſe on which his L—p ſet his 
heart and aſſections.— 

Con. Yes, infinitely different. —Notwith-" 
ſtanding the pompous terms in which he 
ſpeaks of thoſe accompliſhments he is ſo 
much delighted with, they are no more like 
the perfections now mentioned, than the 
dark glimmering light of the taper, is like 


the glory and ſplendor of the meridian ſun. 
Ought 


1 

Ought not the qualities of a gentleman to be 
ſuch as would adorn virtue, and make it 
ſhine with diſtinguiſhed beauty and grace, 
inſtead of thoſe which deſtroy its very foun- 
dation, and caſt a deep ſhade over the native 
turpitude and deformity of vice? The ſtation 
of a gentleman furniſhes him with the means 
of education and improvement, which have 
an admirable tendency to enlarge his under- 
ſtanding with ſublime ideas, and to give him 
a taſte for thoſe virtuous, thoſe manly and 
enobling pleaſures, compared with which the 
enjoyments ariſing from the ceremony and 
parade of life, and from the indulgence of 
the ſenſual appetites, are mean, trifling, and 
inſignificant. 

Eng. A ſuperior taſte might certainly be 
expected of a gentleman from his opportu- 
nities and ſituation in life; but is it not a 

common obſervation, that the morals of thoſe 

in the higher ſtations are generally more li- 

centious, than of perſons placed in much 
inferior circumſtances ? 

Can. There is, undoubtedly, too much 
foundation for the remark; the reaſon of it 
is this, the opulence of perſons of ſuperior 
rank which if properly improved, would be 


a noble mean of railing them to eminent de- 
grees 
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grees of knowledge and virtue, is too often 
perverted into a mean of luxurious gratifi- 
cation, — Wealth, to a great many poſſeſſed 
of it, 1 proflitiited to very unworthy pur- 
poſes ; creates a reliſh for vain ſuperficial en- 
joyments, becomes the parent of idleneſs, 
prodigality, and the moſt thoughtleſs diſſi- 
pation; inſtead of being employed as it 
ought, to adorn the mind with noble and 
reſpectable qualities in proportion to the diſ- 
tinction of outward ſtation to which it ex- 
alts them, it only ſerves to render their im- 


perfections more conſpicuous in the eyes of 


mankind. — But though the vices of thoſe 
who move in elevated ſpheres with reſpect 
to external advantages are more conſpicuous, 
it is much to be lamented, that faſhion has 
caſt over them a deceitful veil, with a view 
to conceal their native deformity, and ren- 
der them leſs the objects of diſapprobation; 
but it was reſerved for the bold and -adven- 
turous genius of a Cheſterfield to juſtify and 


ſupport them. — In his view they are the 


objects of laudable purſuit, have nothing in 
them unſuitable to the dignity and excel- 
lence of our being ; he rather conſidered them 
as ſhining ornaments, and neceſſary to per- 
fection. — He tells his ſon that he had 
largely 
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largely indulged in them, and inſtead of re- 
flecting on it with repentance or the feelings 
of remorſe, made it the ſubject of his boaſt, 
and gloried in it. — If he was right in doing 
fo, and theſe ſentiments claim our appro- 
bation, what ſhall we ſay of that eſteem of 
moral excellence, of the natural love of vir- 
tue, ſo univerſally and deeply implanted in 
the human heart? Theſe feelings muſt be 
an impoſition on the mind and altogether 
delufive. — If dignity of ftation, if the 
pomp and parade of life can give a fanction 


to any ſpecies of irregular indulgence, what 


becomes of thoſe laws of morality which in 


every period, in every circumſtance and con- 


dition of our being are of unchangeable and 
eternal obligation? Do you imagine, Eu- 
genius, that the mind can be affected in the 
ſame manner by things which are of a con- 
trary and oppoſite nature 

ug. This appears to me impoſſible. 

Con. And I believe muſt do ſo to every 


one elſe. — If then in genteel company and 


high life, violations of the rules of virtue 
loſe their nature, ' and are approved of; a 
ſtrict regard to chaſtity, to honour and inte- 
ority, in the ſame ſituation, cannot be the 
object of eſteem 3 ſhould then a perſon of 
rank 
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rank tell Lord Clad. that a regard to his 
own peace, and a delicacy of feeling with re- 
ſpect to matters of a moral nature, would 
not permit him on any occafion to do an in- 
decent or unbecoming action; he muſt neceſ- 
farily, on his own principles, treat him with 
ridicule, or contempt ; he muſt tell 'him that 
ſuch filly and awkward ſingularity would 
make him be defpiſed, and prevent him from 
ſhining with any dignity or reputation in the 
world, — Of the like complexion with the 
reſt, are thefe obſervations of his Lord- 
ſhip. “ Our young countrymen have gene- 
rally too little French, and too bad addreſs, 
either to preſent themfelves or be well -re- 
ceived in the beſt French companies; and 
as a proof of it, there is no one inſtance of 
an Engliſhman's having ever been ſuſpected 
of a gallantry with a French woman of con- 
dition, but they take up with the diſgraceful 
commerce of proſtitutes, though if they had 
common addreſs, better atchievements would 
he extremely eaſy; a young fellow therefore 
muſt be very awkward to prefer low connec- 
tions to a commerce in the courſe of the 
world not diſgraceful, with a woman of 
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health, education and rank. — Men of ad- 
dreſs and reſolution take no denial from man 
or woman, repulſed, they rally, go on, and 
nine times in ten prevail.“ In conſequence 
of ſuch ſuceeſs in theſe honourable atchieve- 
ments, he gives him this ſage advice, „If 
one method fails, try another, and ſuit your 
methods to the characters you have to do 
with.” You perceive here an exact unifor- 
mity in his Lordſhip's ſentiments with thoſe 
we have juſt conſidered, —<* To be ſuſpected 

of a gallantry,” take notice that he uſes the 
word in this place, and in almoſt every other 
of his letters in its moſt criminal ſenſe, © with 
a French woman of condition is a. mark 
of good breeding, and no imputation on a 
man's character, but a connection with proſ- 
titutes, ſcandalous.” — Now conſider with 
yourſelf in what reſpect a woman of health, 
education and rank, who is willing to ſacri- 
fice her virtue to every man poſſeſſed of ad- 
dreſs, and the polite arts of een, dif- 
fers from a proſtitute. 

Fug. I think they are to be ranked i in the 
ſame claſs, ſo far as a regard to character is 
concerned. | 

Con. They certainly are. — The diſpoſi- 


tions of their minds which are quite inde- 
pendent 


( 63 ) 


pendent of external circumſtances, and in 


no meaſure altered or affected by them, are 
perfectly the ſame and equally deteſtable. — 

If Mr. Stanhope has conceived an affection 
for any of theſe ladies of diſtinction, and 


thinks that a particular connection with her 
will promote his intereſt, he is taught by 


his chaſte inſtructor, how he is to overcome 
any difficulties he may meet with in accom- 
pliſhing his wiſhes ; “ he is to ſuit his me- 


„ thod to the character he has to do with; 


to fortify himſelf with reſolution; if re- 
« pulſed, he is to rally; when one method 


« fails, he muſt try another; in this glo- 


« rious cauſe he is to go on with manly for- 


<« titude; to take no denial; and he aſſures 


« him for his encouragement, that if he 
« obſerves his counſel, there is nine to one 
that he will in the end infallibly ſucceed.” 


What a peculiar felicity was it to our young 


* 


candidate for ſo chaſte and honourable a 


prize, to have a father whoſe long and happy 
experience of the devices uſed on ſuch oc- 


caſions, whoſe knowledge of the weakneſs 


of nature, and of all the avenues to the 
heart, ſo excellently qualified him for point- 


ing out to him the way to victory! Never 


did a parent diſcover greater anxiety to guard 
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loved child from the baſeneſs and ruinous 
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conſequences of vice, never did he take 
greater pains to purify, to refine his taſte, 
and to inſpire him with the love of virtue, 
than our author made uſe of to corrupt and 
debauch the mind of his ſon. In 
the 224th Letter of the Third volume, 
written in French, but which the Editor 
has very carefully tranſlated, leaſt any one 
not acquainted with that language ſhould 
Joſe the excellent moral it contains, he makes 
theſe obſervations on. a Letter he had re- 
ceived from him. © If I durſt?+ What 
ſhould hinder you from daring, one always 
dares when there are hopes of ſucceſs. A 


man of faſhion knows how and when to 


dare. He begins his approaches by diſtant 
attacks by aſſiduities and attentions ; if he is 
not immediately and totally repulſed, he con- 
tinues to advance; after certain ſteps, ſucceſs 
3s infallible, and none but very filly fellows 
can then either doubt, or not attempt it. — 
Is it the reſpectable character of Madame de 
la Valliere,* which prevents your daring, or 
are you intimidated at the herce virtue of Ma- 
dame du Pin! ? Does the invincible modeſty of 
the 


: A 224th Letter a vol. * Obſerve that ſhe and 
Mioſe who follow were married Ladies, 
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the handſome Madame Caſe difeourage, more 
than her beauty invites you? Fie for ſhame! 
be convinced that the moſt virtuous woman, 
far from being offended at a declaration of 
love, is flattered by it.” — Eternal infamy 
and reproach be the portion of ſuch execrable 
ſentiments! Until the mind is loft to every 
feeling of the amiable and decent, until it is 
robbed of every lovely feature that adorns 
humanity, and the heart and underſtandings 
of mankind are as ſhamefully debauched as 
the author who produced them; they muſt 


be reflected on with merited indignation. 


It is evident that the occaſion of them were 
expreſſions of irreſolution in Mr. Stanhope, 
with reſpect to the gratification of an un- 
chaſte paſſion he entertained for certain La- 


dies. — The divine Being who made us, has 


planted the ſeeds of virtue deep in the human 
heart; the commiſſion of vice at firſt, ſhocks 
on reflection, and diſturbs the peace and 
tranquility of the mind; but a repetition of 
it imperceptibly renders it leſs diſguſting, and 
quiets the accuſations of conſcience. «- It 


ſeems, however, that Mr. Stanhope, though 


the utmoſt poſſible endeavours had been uſed 
by his father to weaken in him the influence 
of good principles, had not yet been able to 
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reduce them to a ſtate of genteel and faſhionable 
inſenſibility-— The thoughts of attempting 
to indulge a licentious deſire, attended with 
aggravated circumſtances of guilt, damped 
his ſpirit, and filled him with timidity and 
hefitation. His Lordſhip conſidered this 
as nothing better than a childiſh weakneſs, 
which merited contemptuous ridicule; the 
yet unhardened Tyro, was afraid of doing a 
baſe action; but what was there to fear ? 
Nothing which ſhould have had any influ- 
ence in diverting him from his purpoſe; 
none but a very ſilly fellow would pay the 
leaſt regard to ſo mean a feeling, would doubt 
or not attempt to carry his point in ſuch a 
ſituation. — On theſe occaſions a man of 
Faſhion perpetually dares, nothing can inti- 
midate him, provided he has the moſt diſtant 
proſpect of ſucceeding ; if by attacks, aſſi- 
duities and attentions, he can remove the 
obſtacles in the way of his gratification, can 
find an unguarded unſuſpecting hour in which 
the object of his wiſhes will fall a victim to 
His ſnares, all is well, and he has nothing 
to diſturb his repoſe. 
Eug. Theſe indeed, Sir, are ſhameful ſen- 
timents.— But what is the reaſon that L—d 
Ch — d, when he recommends theſe 
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Ladies to his ſon, ſpeaks of them as mo- 
deſt, virtuous, and reſpectable; I ſhould ra- 
ther imagine that this was the moſt effectual 
way to prevent him from purſuing any un- 
becoming deſigns he —_— have formed a- 
gainſt them. 

Gon, It is very natural for you to think 
fo, but the motive of his taking notice that 
they were poſſeſſed of thoſe qualities was, 
that he might have an opportunity of turn« 
ing them into ridicule ; you fee he evidently 
laughs at them, | ſpeaks of them as things of 
no conſequence. Had he been convinced 
that modeſty and virtue were really reſpect. 
able, poſſeſſed of real intrinſic hog and 
excellence, and at the fame time adviſed 
his fon to treat them as he does, it would 
have argued a degree of depravity ſcarcely 
to be imputed to an infernal demon. 
The ſame taſte that would have led him to 


eſteem, and ſpeak well of theſe amiable cha- 


racters, would make him look on a deſign 
to injure them with becoming indignation, 
In the eyes of his Lordſhip they were of no 
account, had nothing in them to reſtrain the 


indulgence of a ſenſual appetite, and he 
wanted his ſon to think, and act in reſpect 


to them with the ſame indifference.— Beauty 
G 3 in- 
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invited, and would he ſuffer innocence, mo- 


deſty and virtue, to be any obſtacle to his 


gratification; Fie for ſhame ! What a noble 
exclamation! How does it emblazon an il- 
luſtrious title, and ſhed a bright luſtre on 
the elevating diſtinctions of human life! 
But let us go on with our remarks, — In 
another letter he ſpeaks in this manner, — 
C am aſſured that Madame de Blos is ex- 
ceflively pretty, and that ſhe hath as yet 
been ſcrupulouſly conſtant to her huſband, 


though ſhe has now been married above a 


year. Surely ſhe does not reflect that wo- 


man wants poliſhing; I would have you.“ 


m— Then he adds, force, aſſiduities, 
attentions, paſſionate declarations on your 
ſide, will produce ſome irreſolute wiſhes at 
leaſt on hers, and whenever the lighteſt 
wiſhes ariſe, the reſt will follow.” How 
now, you ſeem to be agitated ! | 

Eug. If I were not, J muſt be utterly un- 
worthy of your inſtructions, and dead to 


every virtuous feeling of the heart. I bluſh 


at the thoughts of having been ſo groſly 
duped by my folly. —— But beſides thoſe 
enticing ſeducements does he alſo recom- 

mend 


kd 218th Letter 3d vol. 
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mend- force in ecompliſhing: his execrablls 
deſign ? 


Con. I gave you his words without the 


{malleſt parcicle of. addition:-—IF aliduitins 


perſuaſion, and the Syren arts of inſinuating 


addreſs, cannot prevail with the Lady to give 
up her virtue, more violent methods muſt be 
uſed to make her obedient to his wiſhes. — 
Force is a word of a very obvious and ſimple 
meaning, and cannot poſſibly be underſtood 
in any other ſenſe. — Common vices give 
painful diſguſt to every pure and delicate 
mind, but ſuch complicated villainy as this, 
thrills it with horror; the crime to which he 
is incited, is of ſo deep a dye, that it has been 
held in deteſtation by all civilized nations, 
and puniſhed with the utmoſt ſeverity. — 
And is this the book, Eugenius, which is ſo 
univerſally read and admired? Would it 
admit of a doubt, one would ſcarcely think 
it poſſible! — Is it not aſtoniſhing, that the 
mere beauty of language and propriety of 
expreſſion, ſhould have ſuch captivating 
power as to be able to throw a veil over 
principles of the moſt pernicious tendency, 


and ſhocking to the firſt feelings of the heart? 


That it ſhould be agreeable to rakes and 
profeſſed libertines, is not ſurpriſing, though 
there 
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there are many things in it that cannot be 
pleaſing even to them, unleſs they have arrived 
at the laſt ſtage of degeneracy and corrap- 
tion; but that perſons of a ſober way of 
thinking ſhould give their countenance to 
fuch a production, that they ſhould ſacrifiee 
the cauſe of virtue to a little tranſient amuſe- 
ment, to what is ealeulated merely to tickle 
the ear and imagination, is exceedingly dif- 
ficult to account for. — His Lordſhip taking 
notice to Mr. Stanhope of the laws in def- 
potic governments, with reſpe& to reſtraining 
the liberty of the prefs, expreſly fays, that 
no books prejudicial to religion, or the in- 
tereſts of the community, ought to be pub- 
liſhed. — He moſt certainly in this judgment, 
pronounced the condemnation of- his own 
Letters. For to ſay nothing here of their 
other dark ſhades, is not the crime of adul- 
tery to which he encourages his fon with 
the moſt licentious freedom, attended with 
ruinous conſequences both to the individual 
and ſociety ? Marriage, you know, was ap- 
pointed to confine within chaſte and virtuous 
bounds, the wanderings of irregular deſire ; 
to refine theſe fenſual paſſions, which impro- 
perly indulged, weaken the powers' of the 


mind, unfit it for the duties of life, and are 
the 


G 


the ſource of remorſe and diſtemperature. 
It is a ſacred relation, which to thoſe who 
enter into it, lays a foundation for the ten- 
dereſt union of heart and affections, the 
moſt entire confidence, and inviolable friend- 
ſhip. — The advantages that naturally flow 
from it, alleviate the cares and heighten the 
enjoyments of - mankind. — Now what has 
the gallant, or in other words the adulterous 
invader, to boaſt of as the fruits of his 
crime? Why that to the utmoſt of his 
power he robs his fellow-creatures of theſe 
valuable bleſſings; ſtrikes a dagger into the 
peace of private families; introduces into 
them the furious demons of jealouſy, ſtrife, 
and contention ; that he deſtroys the af- 
fection of parents for their children, tempts 
to the commiſſion of perjury and other vices 
ſhocking to humanity. 


— 


Eug. What a licentious and — 


heart muſt he be poſſeſſed of, that can either 
adviſe to, or be guilty of ſo te an 
offence ? 

Con, His morals, indeed, muſt. be utterly 
corrupted, But what you and I, and the 
generality of mankind call depravity, was 
nothing in the opinion of L- d Ch——d,— 
One would think that he rather gloried in 

theſe 
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theſe circumſtances which aggravate the na- 
tive turpitude of vice. Madame Cafe, 
Madame du Pin, and Madame Valliere, 
whom he took ſuch pains to perſuade Mr. 
Stanhope to feduce, were married Ladies, of 
ſpotleſs innocence and integrity ; they were 
modeſt, virtuous, and reſpetable. = An im- 
proper connection with thofe who have loſt 
their character, is leſs deteſtable than the 
conduct of the man who firſt robs them of 
it. — They who corrupt others, and are the 
cauſe of their breaking through the reſtraints 
of virtue in the beginning, are in a great 
meaſure chargeable with all the vices and 

unhappy conſequences which frequently 
follow from it. — The beautiful Madame de 
Blos had it ſeems married a huſband whom 
ſhe loved, and was diſpoſed to diſcharge her 
duty to him with untainted honour and fide- 
lity. But our author thought that it was 
too much for her to live more than a year 
in a ftate of innocence; his fon. muſt not 
let ſo favourable an opportunity flip of 
ſhewing how much he had profited by his 
inſtructions, he muſt attack her honour by 
force, aſſiduities, and paſſionate declarations. 
How worthy to be boaſted of was this at- 


tempt to triumph over the ſentiments of 
chaſtity 


(3) 


chaſtity and religion; I ſay, religion, for 
when Madame de Blos entered into wedlock; 
ſhe kneeled at the ſacred altar, and with thoſe 
circumſtances of ſolemnity fitted to inſpire 
with awe and make a deep impreflion on 
the heart, called the eternal Being to witneſs 
that ſhe would never be unfaithful to her 
huſband, or act a part unbecoming an af- 
fectionate and virtuous wife, — And was it a 
light inſignificant matter to tempt her to 
violate theſe awful obligations, and to uſe 
every poſſible device to cover with guilt a 
mind formed to enjoy the ſweet and ſe» 
rene delights which flow from innocence 
and virtue through: all the periods of an im- 
mortal exiſtence? When we think of ſuch 
baſeneſs our hearts ſhudder, —— How 


do you think his Lordſhip. would have 
liked it, had others formed deſigns of the 
ſame kind againſt his own domeſtic hap- 
pineſs, his wife, ſiſter, or daughter? 
Eug. I imagine he could not have been dif- 
pleaſed with them on his own principles. 
Con. He certainly would ; the genuine feel- 
ing of nature would naye got the better of his 
principles. — He wauld have reſented them 
with the ſtrongeſt indignation. —Had any per- 
ſon attempted the honour of a ſiſter, or the wife 


2 1 


I 9 7 
df his boſom, he would have made him feel 
the very utmoſt weight of his provoked diſ- 
pleaſure. — But to do as you would be done 
by, does not appear to have been a favour- 
ite maxim with his Lordſhip. — If it had, 
he could never adviſe his ſon, as we find he 
does in a variety of places, not to be in the 
leaſt ſcrupulous to injure others in a point 
of the moſt tender and delicate nature when 
he ſhould find it at all pleaſing or uſeful to 
him. — But his notions relating to matri- 
mony are ſo extremely licentious, that it is 
to be hoped they were peculiar to himſelf, — 
Can any thing be a greater proof of a de- 
bauched diſpoſition than the following ſenti- 
ment. * I preſume that men and their 
wives neither love or hate each other the 
more upon account of the form of matri- 
mony that has been ſaid over them. — Co- 
habitation produces love or hatred in the 
ſame degree out of matrimony as in that 
relation.” And fo the circumſtance -of two 
perſons joined in marriage, having given a 
mutual preference to each other with reſpect 
to a union to continue through the whole 
of life; their being bound by the moſt ſa- 
| cred 
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ered ties according to the Jaws of virtue and 


honour, to mutual confidence, friendſhip, 


and a tender concern for the happineſs of 


each other, has no influence to ſtrengthen 


reciprocally their affections. — Can there be 
a more unjuſt and unnatural aſſertion? — 
Would any perſon but one of the moſt pro- 
fligate morals compare the ſenſual unhal- 


lowed attachment to a proſtitute, with the 


affection ſpringing from a relation which is 
the foundation of eſteem, gratitude, and the 


indulgence of chaſte and virtuous love? But 


it was neceſſary that L—d Ch -d ſhould 
make light of the obligations of marriage, 
that his ſon might have all ſcruples in that 
point removed, and be enabled to violate 
them without the reproaches of his con- 
ſcience. — The perſuading him to ſuch un- 
becoming actions, was a matter about which 
he ſeems to have been particularly ſolicitous; 
He gives him frequent advices with relation 
to it, and as if he were afraid that this was 
not ſufficient, he endeavours to animate him 
by the influence of example. — In particular 
in the 247th Letter * of the Third vo- 
lume he takes notice that, a criminal cor- 

H reſpondence 
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reſpondence, firſt with the Dutcheſs of Bur- 
gundy, and afterwards with another Lady, 

raiſed the Duke de Richlieu to all his ho- 
nours, and then beſeeches Mr. Stanhope, 
for God's ſake, to acquire the ſame manners 
and diſpoſition, in order to reap from them 
like advantages. — In another Letter, ſpeak- 
ing of his own vanity, and paſſion for plea- 
ſure in general, he ſays, *** To women I 
talked what I was ſure would pleaſe ; flat- 
tery, gallantry and love; by my inſinuating 
addreſs J ſoon grew in faſhion; this gave 
me the reputation of having had ſome wo- 
men, and that reputation whether true or 
falſe really got me others.” — His three hun- 
dred and eighteenth Letter of the fourth vo- 
Jume where he ſpeaks of fome complaints 
he formerly had in Holland, and of a pre- 
ſcription he got from Boerhaave, which he 
recommends to his ſon, is a farther proof 
of the licentiouſneſs of his morals, —— _ 
In general, L—d Ch———d cloaths his 
pernicious advices in language, not offen- 
five to a chaſte ear, but there are ſeveral 
expreſſions in his Letters ſo groſly indeli- 
Cate, that a regard to decency will not 


Per- 


* 260th letter 3d vol. 
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(27: 4 
permit me to mention them to you. I have 
ſaid enough to you on this hateful part 
of the ſubject, and I am ſure we are both 
tired of it, — Let us therefore at preſent 
put an end to the converſation, | 
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CONSTANTIUS, EUGENIUS. 


Con. WAS much pleaſed yeſterday, to 
find, that what I ſaid to you, with 
reſpe & to the looſe morals contained in 
L- d C———d's Letters to his Son, had 
ſo good an effect upon you; if you are wil- 
ling to reſume the ſubject, there are a few 
other particulars relating to it, of which I 
wiſh to give you my ſentiments. | 

Eug. 1 ſhall attend to them with plea- 
ſure—I dare ſay they will both inſtruct and 
entertain me. 

Con. I will endeavour to make tho as 
uſeful to you as poſſible; they relate to his 
L——p's Maxims, concerning Diſſimula- 
tion, the Fair Sex, and Duelling— As we 
have now a favourable opportunity we will 
talk half an hour on the firſt of theſe; the 
_ other two we will take afterwards in their 
'order—W hat ſay you, Eugenius ? 


Eug, It is * agreeable to me, Sir. 
Can. 
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Con. 1 am the more deſi rous to explain ta. 


you my thoughts, with reſpect to Diſſimu- 
lation, as it is not a vice peculiar to his 
I.—9p,⸗ but which prevails almoſt univer- 
fally in the faſhionable world—In propor- 
tion as ſociety has emerged from a condition 
of ſimple uncultivated nature, and advanced 
to a ſtate of refinement, Diſſimulation has 
acquired new and encreaſing ſtrength.—A 
wild American, or inhabitant of the Cape 
of Good Hope, knows not what it is to de- 
ceive ; his words, without any diſguiſe of 


affectation, communicate the ſentiments of 
his heart—'Take him out of this uncivi- 


lized ſituation, 'and place him in a commu- 
nity who have learned the arts of modern 
refinement ; inſenſibly he is taught to con- 


ceal his thoughts, and to caft a deluſive veil 


over the honeſt undeſigning ſimplicity of 
Nature. If Commerce, and the other 
cauſes, which have united mankind more 
intimately together, have mollified the harſh 
and turbulent paſſions of the mind,. and 
been friendly to the invention and advance- 
ment of the elegant arts, that ingenuous 
love of truth, ſo congenial to the ſoul, 


has by no means been equally promoted 


by them, —— In the progreſs of human 
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ſociety, aſcend but one ſtep above the buſ- 
bandman, who finds the means of ſubſiſt- 
ence in the produce of his field, and you 


will perceive, in many, a ftrong tendency 


to act under a borrowed form, and to diſ-. 
guiſe truth under falſe and deceitful colours. 


—As you go up in the ſcale which marks 


the various diſtinction of ranks, you find 
the arts of Diſſimulation gradually impro- 
ving! When you arrive at courts, you 
fee, to uſe our author's words, nothing there 
exactly as it appears to be; often very diffe- 
rent, ſometimes directly contrary &. Inte- 
reſt, which is the real ſpring oſ every thing 
there, equally creates and diſſolves friend- 
ſhips, produces and reconciles enmities, or 
rather allows of neither real friendſhips or 
enmities;“ for as Dryden very juſtly ob- 


| ſerves, © Politicians neither love or hate.” 


This is ſo true, that you may think you 
connect yourſelf with two friends to day, 
and be obliged to morrow to make your on- 
tion between them as enemies. 

Were you to attend minutely to the con- 
duct of thoſe in the genteeler ſtations of life, 
were you to examine the forms and ceremo- 

8 nies 


* L, 159. 2d vol. 
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nies which muſt be obſerved in their inter- 
courſe with each other, according to the- 
eſtabliſhed rules of good breeding, how ma- 
ny violations would you be a witneſs to, of 
the dictates of ſincerity ? If one does a ſmall 
ſervice to another, which coſts him ſo little 
trouble or expence as to be ſcarcely worth the 
acknowledgement, he who is obliged tells the 
other, he is under infinite obligations to him; 
If a perſon has met with any thing of a 
painful nature, his acquaintance aſſures him 
that he is exceedingly diſtreſſed at his miſ- 
fortune; or, if a lucky circumſtance has 
added to his good fortune, he ſalutes him 
with the ſtrongeſt expreflions of congratula- 
tion. Were you at the ſame time to look 
into the bottom of his heart, inſtead of diſ- 
covering that lively glow of benevolence 
you might reaſonably expect, you would 
ſcarcely perceive the ſmalleſt traces of either 
Joy or ſorrow. —In the polite world it is 
the mode to exaggerate certain feelings of 
the mind quite beyond their juſt proportion, 
and to lay perpetual reſtraints upon thoſe 
which Nature deſigned ſhould be a ſource 
of pleaſing enjoyment to us. — It is cer- 
| tain, that the eſtabliſhed 27:quette of good 
breeding, has refined away, at leaſt, one 

half 
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half of our moſt rational pleaſures ; I wiſh 
J had no cauſe to add, of our virtue alſo ; 
in reſpe& at leaſt to ſincerity, I may un- 
doubtedly pronounce this without any heſi- 
tation. — Though in points of mere cere- 
mony, and other matters, which are ſup- 
poſed to be in themſelves of a trifling na- 
ture, it may be thought that a ſtretch of 
veracity is of no conſequence, yet it evi- 
dently has a direct tendency to leſſen in 
our eſteem the obligations of truth.“ From 
the conſtitution of the human mind, ſmaller 
breaches of any moral virtue, more eſpecially 
if they are habitually committed, lead imme- 
diately to more flagrant violations of it. 
Truth is a virtue of ineſtimable value; a 
ſtrict regard to it is a moſt amiable and en- 
gaging quality, which dignifies and ſheds a 
peculiar luſtre over all the other graces which 
form a reſpectable character. — Were a man 
polſeſſed of every endowment and accom- 


pliſhment we can Poe conceive, except 
this, 


% 


* Tt is taken notice of by Hiſtorians, as one 
of the ſhining qualities which formed the admi- 
rable character of Epaminondas, that from his 
high regard to truth, he would not deviate from 


it, even in the moſt triſling matters. 
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this, he never could command our eſteem, 
or deſerve our friendſhip. So far from 
meriting our good opinion he would be an 
object of contempt. The ſtatuary or 
painter, who, in attempting to give us 
a repreſentation of nature, ſhould ſpoil the 
beauty and ſymmetry of his piece by a de- 
formed ill- proportioned feature, might as well 
expect our applauſe, as the perſon in whom 
we diſcover an indifference to truth. — For 
what purpoſe did that glorious Being who 
formed us, beſtow the faculty of ſpeech ? 
Was it not his principal intention that by it 
we might be enabled to convey to others 
the native undiſguiſed thoughts and ſenti- 
ments of our breaſts? Is not this noble 
_ privilege, which ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhes 
us from the inferior animal creation, the 
foundation of friendſhip, and of that inter- 
courſe betwixt the different members of 
ſociety, without which they could not be 
united, or mutually promote each other's 
intereſt and happineſs? But when it is per- 
verted to the baſe unhallowed purpoſe of 
diſſimulation, it deſtroys all confidence, fills 
the minds of thoſe with whom we are con- 


nected, with 3 and diſtruſt, and pro- 
| duces 


TY 


. a variety of evils which diſturb the 
peace of mankind, and render them wretched 
and miſerable. — As the character of a 
diſſembler is exceedingly unamiable, and of 
a moſt pernicious tendency to the intereſt 
of ſociety, it is a peculiar felicity to the 
world, that few things are more difficult 
than to preſerve it uniformly, without de- 
tection.— The hypocrite is at conſtant war 
with himſelf; the diſguiſe which he wears, to 
cover his decitful intentions, is in continual 
oppoſition to the feelings of his heart, which 
lie in wait to ſeize any unguarded moment, in 
order to diſcover to mankind his real diſpoſi- 
tions. — He is therefore obliged to have at 
all times a watchful and jealous eye over his 
words and actions, to prevent ſuſpicion, and 
preſerve the appearance of conſiſtence in his 
conduct. — One ſcheme laid for accompliſh- 
ing his inſidious deſigns will require to be 
hid from the public view by a multitude of 
others, — A ſingle unguarded flip reveals the 
whole of the impoſture, and at once pre- 
Cipitates him into infamy. 

Eug. But one would think that there 
cannot be a warmer advocate for the excel- 


lence and importance of ſincerity than L—d 
Ch——d 
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Ch —- d in the following inſtructions to 
his ſon, * Truth is the firſt duty of re- 
ligion and morality ; whoever has not truth, 
is not ſuppoſed to have any good quality.” 
+I really know nothing more criminal, 
more mean, and more ridiculous, than lt, 
-—Equivocating, evading, ſhuffling, is ſome- 
thing ſo mean, and betrays ſo much fear, 
that whoever practiſes them, always deſerves 
to be, and often will be treated with con- 
tempt. ** Remember then as long as you 
live, that nothing but ſtrict truth can carry 
you through the world, with either your 
conſcience or your honour unwounded.” — 
++ To violate truth is the only art of mean 
capacities, and the -only refuge of mean 
| ſpirits.” Would not one conclude that the 
mind which could dictate ſuch advices, muſt 
have been animated by the ſtrongeſt regard 
to candor and veracity ? 

Con, Were you to draw ſuch a i 
from them, you would find yourſelf ex- 
ceedingly miſtaken. — The inconſiſtence 
which appears in ſeveral parts of L——d 


Ch———d's Letters is perfectly aſtoniſh- 
1 ing 
* 6gth Letter 10 vol. n 94th letter ditto, 


J 94th letter, 1ſt vol, 
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ing. — Sometimes ſentiments are expreſſed 
highly honourable to virtue, ſentiments 
which tend to adorn the character with every 
amiable and reſpectable quality. On other 
occaſions, and, beyond all compariſon, the 
molt frequently, you meet with thoſe which 
are utterly vitiated and depraved. — The 
cauſe of this I before explained to. you. — 
When his Lordſhip writes like a perſon im- 
preſſed with a ſenſe of the excellence of vir- 
tue, he uſes his words in a meaning quite 
reconcileable to the moſt licentious morals. 
As I ſhewed you in former inſtances that 
this was plainly the caſe, it is evidently 
ſo in what he ſays here of the impropriety 
and meanneſs of infincerity. — What he 
inculcates relating to the violation of truth, 
reſpects low and vulgar inſtances of hypocriſy; 
he not only indulges, but encourages his ſon 
in thoſe arts of diſſimulation that might either 
ſerve his intereſt or gratify his ambition; 
which he by no means conſidered as unbe- 
coming in a gentleman. — The quotations 
that follow, will convince you of this. — In 
the hundred and twenty-ninth Letter of the 
ſecond volume he ſays, * When you go 
into 


* 129th Letter ad vol, 
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into good company, obſerve carefully their 
turn, their manners, &c. and conform your 
own to them; go deeper ſtill ; obſerve their 

characters, and pry as far as you can into 
both their hearts and their heads ; ſeek for 
their particular merit; their predominant 
paſſion or prevailing weakneſs, and you will 
then know what to bait your hook with to 
catch them.” In the hundred and thirty- 
fourth — * The height of abilities is to 
have a frank open exterior and a reſerved in- 
terior ; to be upon your guard, and yet by a 
ſeeming natural openneſs to put people off 
theirs. A man of the world muſt, like the 
cameleon, be able to take every different 
| hue,” — In the hundred and thirty-fifth,— 
* Not to ſeem to perceive the little weak- 
neſſes and the idle affectations of the com- 
pany, but even to flatter them in a certain 
manner, is not only very allowable, but in 
truth a ſort of polite duty.“ — In the hun- 
dred and fifty-firſt, — 4 I recommended to 
you in my laſt a piece of art, the flattering 
of people behind their back,” then he pro- 
ceeds to tell Mr. Stanhope how he was to 
manage his own feelings, ſo as to be able 
| FE to 

* 134th Letter 2d vol. + 135th let, 2d vol. 

+ 1511 let, 2d vol. | 1 
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to take advantage of the weakneſs of others. 
On which his Lordſhip takes notice that it 
might be objected that he was recommending 
to his ſon diſſimulation; he ſubmits to the 
charge, and juſtifies the propriety of his con- 
duct. — In "the hundred and ſeventieth Let- 
ter * he adviſes him to ſtudy carefully the 
paſſions and the taſtes of thoſe he would wiſh 
to profit by, and to adapt himſelf to their 
weakneſs with that eaſe and alacrity which 
would give him a power over them. — In 
the ſecond volume we meet with ſeveral paſ- 
ſages to the ſame purpoſe. — A verſatility 
of manners is as neceſſary in ſocial as a 
verſatility of parts in political life; one 
muſt yield in order to prevail; _ muſt 
humble one's ſelf to be exalted ; Saint 
Paul become all things to all men. py In the 
courſe of the world the qualifications of the 
cameleon are not unneceſſary,” — ft Hu- 
mours muſt be flattered, the mollia tempora 
muſt be ſtudied and _— confidence ac- 
quired by ſeeming frankneſs and profited of 
by filent ſkill ; and above all you muſt pain 
and engage the heart to betray the under- 
ſtanding to you. — Hz tibi erunt artes.” — 
This 
1 1 Le ter 2d vol, 7 212th let. 3d vol, 
T 216th Letter 3d vol, | 
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T his was. the diſtinguiſhing character of Al- 
cibiades, and a happy one it was, that he 
could occaſionally and with ſo much eaſe 
adopt the different and even the moſt oppo- 
ſite habits and manners, that each ſeemed 
natural to him. *— “ Happy the man who 
with a certain fund of parts and knowledge, 
gets acquainted with the world early enough 
to make it his bubble.” +— © Let Miſan- 
thropes, and would-be ere declaim 
as much as they pleaſe againſt the ſimulation 
and diſſimulation of courts, theſe invectives 
are always the refult of ignorance, ill-hu- 
mour, or envy.” — © Fruth, but not the 
whole truth, muſt be the invariable principle 
of every man who hath either religion, ho- 
nour, or prudence.” 1 -— Was it poſſible for 
L- d Ch to expreſs a ſtronger de- 
fire to make his ſon a compleat hypocrite ? 
You ſee he adviſes him to ſtudy carefully the 
turn of his company, their manners: to pry 
as deeply as poſſible into the qualities of 
their heads and hearts; to make himſelf ac- 
quainted with their reſpeſtive merits and 
prevailing weakneſſes; and with what view? 
n——_— hat for his own private ends, he may 

£3 | know 


* 919th Letilin gd vol. J 224ſt Letter, 3d 
vol. f 245th Letter, 24 vol. 
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know with what he is to bait his hook in 
order to catch them, and put them off their 
guard ; that he might ſee-which of the dif- 
ferent hues of the cameleon would be moſt 
proper for his purpoſe ; all which on every 
occaſion he muft be able to aſſume with the 
greateſt expertneſs and facility. — He was to 
make it his particular care to be intimately 
acquainted with the diſpoſitions of thoſe he 
was connected with, that he might know 
How to flatter them to their face and behind 
their back; that he might know when to 
yield in order to prevail ; that by a happy 
verſatility of manners, that diſtinguiſhing 
and honourable quality in the character of 
Alcibiades, which his Lordſhip is emulous 
that his ſon ſhould imitate, and by becoming 
all things to all men, he might recommend 
himſelf to their predominant humours and 

Inclinations. — Suppoſe a perſon to be poſ- 
ſeſſed of any private intelligence of import- 
ance to Mr. Stanhope, how was he to come 
to the knowledge of it; the point was eaſy ; 
he had the honeſt counſels of a moſt candid 
and ingenuous parent to inſtru him. — He 
was to ſtudy his prevailing weakneſs, and to 
apply himſelf to it with infinuating addreſs ; 


and when, under the appearance of friendſhip 
| and 
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and an open undefigning ſincerity he had in- 
ſinuated himſelf into his good opinion, and 
removed all fuſpician of his intention, then, 
in one of thoſe mallia tempora, thoſe unſuſ- 
peting moments, when his mind ſhould be 
full of confidence in his honour and inte- 
grity, he was dexteroufly to avail himſelf of 
the opportunity, engage his heart to betray 
his underftanding, and then make his own 
advantage of the fecret found out by this fair 
and generous device, Hæ tibi erunt artes. — 
Execrable arts! — The accompliſhed villain 
who in the ſemblance of affectionate regard 
plunges his treacherous dagger into the heart 
of his friend is not more abominable. 
Are theſe arts the effect of that ſincerity 
mentioned by our author as one of the firſt 
duties of religion and morality, without 
which a man is ſuppofed not to have any 
good quality and muft became the deteſtation 
of God and men? Is this the manner in 
which his fon is to paſs through the world 
with his conſcience and his honour un- 
wounded ? | | | 
Eug. It is all a deluſion; the uncorrupted 
mind muſt behold ſuch advice with horror. 
But at the ſame time, how, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 


can ſeveral of the particulars you have 
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mentioned relating to his Lordſhip, be con- 
ſidered as violations of truth? 5 

Con. Have you reflected on the nature of 
them when you aſk that queſtion? Was 
not the bait with which Mr. Stanhope was 
adviſed to catch and make a bubble of thoſe 
who fhould be ſubject to his inſidious prac- 
tices, the pretending to be what he really 
was not; and is not that fal ſehood? Is not 
the aſſuming a verſatility of manners capable 
of being adapted to any form, however fo- 
reign to the temper and diſpoſitions of the 
mind, ſtrongly marked with the features of 
that quality ? —— 

What do you ſay of putting on a frank 
open exterior, whilſt at the ſame time the 
Heart has locked up within it every device 
of crafty ſuſpicious reſerve? Is not this of 
the very ſame tincture with flattery, the 
praifing others for good qualities to which 
you are perfectly conſcious they have no pre- 
tenſions? The preciſe idea of falſehood is 
the uſe of words which impoſe upon man- 
kind by making them believe that you have 
thoughts, intentions, or diſpoſitions which 
you really have not. And if a diſingenuous 
addreſs, manner, or any thing in your ex- 


ternal behaviour produces exactly the ſame 
effect, 
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eff ect, where is the difference? The words 
lyar and hypocrite have different ſounds, but 
they are both fruit of the very ſame tree. 

The man who by his countenance ex- 
preſſes approbation of any thing ſaid by an- 
other, whilſt he is inwardly diſpleaſed with 
it, and the perſon who tells you he is 
pleaſed with it, and contradicts his feelings, 
both teſtify an equal diſregard to veracity, — 
The manner of our addreſs, looks, and 
outward demeanour are juſt as expreſſive, and 
are as powerful means of deceit with reſpect 
to the emotions and diſpoſitions of the heart, 
as words are with relation to our ideas and 
ſentiments, WY 

Does not this bold polition ſpurn every 
reſtraint laid upon it by the rules of mo- 
rality? „ Truth, but not the whole truth, 
muſt be the invariable principle of every 
man who hath either religion, honour, or 
prudence.” The expreſſion here, truth, but 
not the whole truth, is taken, except the 
alteration of a word, from the form of ad- 
miniſtering an oath to witneſſes in judicial 
matters; trace it from this original, and it 
| ſignifies that the declaring ſo much of truth 
as is agreeable to, and the keeping back 


that part of it n if known, would be 
pre 
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prejudicial to our intereſt, though in doing 
ſo we violate a moral obligation, is juſtified 
by religion, honour, and prudence, — This 
maxim may be agrecable to prudence con- 
ſidered as the quality of a cunning ſelf- inte- 
reſted hypocrite, but how it can be reconciled 
to any ſentiment of honour or religion, a 
man of a leſs diſcerning intrepid ingenuity 
than our noble author would ſcarcely venture 
to explain. — Agreeably to this you obſerve 
he expreſsly declares himſelf an n advocate for 
diſſimulation. 
Eug. But Sir, Is every kind of f diimulatian : 
improper ? I ſhould rather imagine that the 
concealing our thoughts and feelings on 
many occaſions, is not only innocent, but 
our duty. | 

Con. That we ſhould ſpeak the whole of 
what we think on all occaſions is no way in- 
cumbent on us; this would be not only i im- 
prudent, but often productive of very bad con- 
ſequences both to ourſelves and others. — It 
is alſo exceedingly right that we ſhould re- 
ſtrain all our unſocial paſſions within the 
bounds of decency and good breeding; and 
mould our demeanour in the manner that 
will render us moſt pleaſing and agreeable to 
our friends and connections. — But then we 


mulſt 
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muſt never diſſemble. Diſſimulation marks 
a deceitful diſpoſition, and is uſed to expreſs 
a want of candour and ingenuity, which ts 
not conſiſtent with the dictates of integrity. 
In reſpect to matters of this kind a good 
man can never be at a loſs, — There is a line 
here, pointing out the boundary betwixt vir- 
tue and vice, which he will inftantly per- 
ceive on appealing to the honeſt unprejudiced 
feelings of his heart, 

Eug. But is there no indulgence to be 
granted in this point to perſons in a par- 
ticular ſituation ? Lord Cheſterfield had 
choſen for his ſon a diſtinguiſhed political 
department, and a conſiderable degree of ad- 
dreſs was neceſſary to qualify him for it; may 
not this in ſome meaſure plead his apology in 
reſpect to the advices he gives him relating 
to infincerity ? f 

Con. It is impoſſible. — Sincerity is one of 
the unchangeable laws of morality, and lies 
at the foundation oſ all the duties it enjoins; 
dignity of ſtation or the nature of any em- 
ployment whatever which men may have aſ- 
ſigned them, can no way give a ſanction to 
the infringement of it. —— Were this ſo, 
might it not with as good reaſon diſpenſe 


with the obligations to every kind of virtue? 
if 
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If a prime miniſter, or reſident at a foreign 
court may innocently practiſe hypocriſy in 

order to accompliſh any particular point; 
ſuppoſe in this caſe the moſt criminal gal- 
lantry to be as uſeful to him, may he not 
commit it? Why not on this principle? and 
ſo ſaith his Lordſhip. — And what will you 
ſay of aſſaſſination, perjury, or any other ag- 
gravated ſpecies of immorality ? The ſame mo- 
tive will equally juſtify them, But will it re- 
ally do fo according to the ſentiments of any 
uncorrupted heart? He could have no pre- 
tenſions to that amiable character who could 
anfwer this queſtion in the affirmative, —— 
Deceit in any ſituation, rank or condition, 
is particularly hateful ; you remember what 
generous indignation the people of England 
difcovered at a late inſtance of it practiſed by 
certain perſons at the concluſion of a treaty 
with the ſimple unlettered inhabitantsof India. 
Though he ſhould be ever fo ſubject to the 
imputation of a miſanthrope, and would-be 
philoſopher, every honeſt man will exclaim, 
and expreſs a becoming indignation againſt 
the vice of hypocriſy and diflimulation, whe- 
ther he finds it in a cottage or a court. 
Were the influence of theſe Letters entirely 
confined to thoſe in the ſame rank of life 
with | 
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with the perſon to whom they are addreſſed, 

perhaps the cauſe of virtue would be very 
little injured by them; but the reader, let 
his ftation be ever ſo different, if he brings 
himſelf to approve of the licentious inſtruc- 
tions they contain, though he does not con- 
ſider them as either addreffed or applicable ta 
himſelf, will feel inſenfibly their pernicious 
effects on his ewn conduct. — If he can be 
perſuaded to think that the line of virtue 
may be broken and diſpenſed with in any 
circumftances, he will ſoon apply the ſame 
kind of reaſoning to juſtify it in his own, — 
But had almoſt forgot to take notice to you, 
that his Lordfhip, in order to render his in- 
ſtructions more effectual with reſpe& to that 
crafty cameleon-like verſatility of manners, 
which he ſo warmly recommends to Mr. 
Stanhope, ftrongly adviſes him to form a 
particular connection with the Jeſuits. You 
know the character of the Jeſuits, that their 
inſidious hypocritical devices in principles and 
practice, by which they attempted to annihi- 
late every obligation of truth and ſincerity, 
have made them the diſgrace of human na- 
ture, — They are become quite proverbial 


on account of their diſingenuous arts, — To 
have 
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have the cunning of a Jeſuit expreſſes that 
quality in its moſt deteſtable perfection.“ — 
—— Theſe are the men, though baniſhed with 
infamy out of almoſt every country in Eu- 
rope, whom Lord Cheſterfield adviſes his 
ſon to bring to his houſe, and be intimately 
acquainted with, in order to be inſtructed 
by them in the methods of diſſimulation. 

Eug. I am ſenſible that the Jeſuits are ex- 
ceedingly odious on account of the qualities 
you have mentioned, and cannot but look 
upon them as the only fit inſtructors for ſuch 
as with to have all the honeſt dictates of na- 
ture rooted from their minds ; but I requeſt 
that you may explain yourſelf more particu- 
Jarly on this point, for I am not quite clear 
about it, whether there are not ſome circum- 
ſtances, ſuch as the immediate proſpect of 
impending evil, wherein truth may be diſ- 


penſed with, without the breach of a moral 


obligation. | 
Con, When the caſe is of ſuch a nature 
that much hurt with reſpect to our ſafety or 
property will be the certain conſequence of 
an 


* 165th Letter 2d vol, 
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an inviolable 3 to truth, it muſt PL. 
owned that the ſituation is a very trying g 
one; but that even ſuch a circumſtance will 
not juſtify a breach of veracity, has been 
the opinion of philoſophers diſtinguiſhed for 
their eminence and integrity. — And theſe 
have been the reaſons of their belief, — It 
is evident that among thoſe laws of virtue 
which are of unchangeable and eternal ob- 
ligation; a regard to truth is of the firſt im- 
portance, both on account of the influence 
it has in rendering the character of men re- 
ſpectable, and in preſerving the peace and 
happineſs of ſociety. — But if the limits of 
veracity may on any occaſion be infringed, 
would not this have a tendency to deſtroy, in 
the opinion of mankind, all obligations to 
it, — On this principle the perſons con- 
cerned are to be the only judges of the cir- 
cumſtances in which a falſehood may be told 
with propriety. — Theſe will be various ac- 
cording to their different complexions and 
diſpoſitions, — One man will think it his 
duty only to violate truth when his life is at 
ſtake; a ſecond will diſpenſe with it, when 
he is in danger of loſing a conſiderable part of 
his property; a third will be leſs ſcrupulous, 
K and 
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and think he may lawfully deviate. from ve- 
racity, in order to avoid a much leſs evil; 
whilſt a fourth will ſee no reaſon, if falfifying 
is not inconſiſtent with morality to avoid 
miſchief, why is it not quite as agreeable to 
it, when we have a view of obtaining by it 
ſome valuable good. — In this manner truth 
will loſe all its dignity and excellence, and 
come to be violated on every, even the moſt 
trifling occaſion. — Beſides, if ſincerity may 
be diſpenſed with, either to avoid evil, or 
gain ſome preſent good, why not purity, or 
any other virtue, when the very ſame end is. 
to be accompliſhed by it ; and then what be- 
comes of all moral diſtinctions? Does not 
this ſeem to you to be a fair concluſion? 

Eug. I have nothing to ſay in oppoſition 
to it. 

Con. Never give up this principle that 
virtue is the diſtinguiſhing glory of your na- 
ture, and that nothing ſhould prevail with 
you to depart from it. — The various trials 
ariſing from the temptations of life, are de- 
ſigned by the great maſter of the drama to 
refine your taſte and give dignity and ſtrength. 
to your nobler affections. A conſciouſneſs 
of retaining your integrity in every ſituation 

will 


Cer) 


5 will heighten your pleaſurcs, and caſt a di- 
vine luſtre over all the future ſcenes of your 
exiſtence. But enough on this point, 
to morrow we will go on with our enquiry. 
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* be a very agreeable office to me to attempt 


DIALOGUE VI. 


CONSTANTIUS, EUGENIUS. 


OU know we yeſterday con- 
ſidered L—d Ch— - d's maxims 
with reſpect to diſſimulation; the point next 
to be examined is his ſentiments of the fair 
ſex. | 
Eug. His opinion of them appears not to 
be very favqurable, nor conſiſtent with thoſe 


Con, 


profeſſions of oye. admiration and reſpect of 


them which he frequently inculcates, — It 


is to me ſomewhat uncommon. 


Con. Uncommon | It is perfectly original ; : 
I ſuppoſe no author ſince the days of Adam 
has produced any thing like it; to treat the 
fair ſex with reſpe& and delicacy, is a mark 
of urbanity ; it is one of the polite and gen- 
teel accompliſhments, —— How could his 
Lordſhip in this particular utterly forget all 
his admired breeding and good manners on 
which he ſo much piqued himſelf? Jt will 


to 
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to vindicate them from the unmerited aſper- 
ſions he has caſt upon them. + — © He ſays 
that a regard to the graces is the whole of 
women, who are guided by nothing elſe,” 
But this is a high compliment 
compared with other of his remarks upon 
them; for he aſſerts, f. that women have 
but two paſſions, vanity and love, and that 
in general all they ſay and all they do, tends 
to their gratification; he who flatters them 
moſt, pleaſes them beſt, and they are moſt 
in love with him who they think is moſt in 
love with them. No adulation is too ſtrong 
for them, no aſſiduity too great, no ſimulation 
of paſſion too groſs.'* In the ſame ſtrain he 
aſks his ſon on another occaſion, * if he 
had found out that every woman was infal- 
libly to be gained by every ſort of flattery.“ 
In another Letter he deſires him to“ be 
convinced that the moſt virtuous woman far 
from being offended at a declaration of love 
is flattered by it,” that is, the moſt virtuous 
woman will not be difpleaſed, but gratiſied 
by a declaration of a deſire to rob her of her 
virtue, which evidently is the kind of love 

K 3 he 
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he here ſpeaks of; this is juſt the ſame thing 
as if his Lordſhip had e that 2 ſtrictly 
virtuous woman is no where to be met with; 
agreeably to which he poſitively affirms elſe- 


where, that any woman may be had every 


way. — But it is in the hundred and twenty- 
ninth Letter of his ſecond yolume, that he 
expreſſes himſelf moſt fully on this ſubject.— 
* I will ſays he to Mr. Stanhope, let you 


into certain arcanas that will be very uſefu] 


for you to know, but which you muſt with 
the utmoſt care conceal, and never ſeem to 
know. Women then are only children of a 
larger growth; they haye an entertaining 


tattle and ſometimes wit, but for ſolid rea- 


ſoning good ſenſe, J never in my life knew 
one that had it, or who reaſoned or acted 
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ge ner. Some little paſſion or humour al. 


ways breaks in upon their beſt reſolutions. 


Their beauty neglected or controverted, their 


age increaſed, or their ſuppoſed underſtand- 


ings depreciated, inſtantly kindles their litile 


paſſions, and overturns any ſyſtem of conſe- 


quential conduct, that in their moſt reaſon- 
able moments, they might have been capable 
of 
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df forming. A man of ſenſe only trifles 
with them, plays with them, humours and 
Aatters them, as he does with a ſprightly 
forward child; but he neither conſults them 
about, nor truſts them with ſerious mat- 
ters; though he often makes them believe 
that he does both; which is the only thing 
in the world that they are proud of; for they 
love mightily to be dabpling 14 buſineſs, 
which by the way, they always ſpoil, and 
being juſtly diſtruſtful, that men in general 
look upon them in a trifling light, they al- 
moſt 2dore that man who talks more ſeri- 
ouſly to them, and who ſeems to conſult 
them: I ſay, who ſeems, for weak men really 
do, but wiſe ones only ſeem to do it. No 
flattery is either too high or oo low for 
them. They will Fu enn the highs 
you may af. ly Aatcer an * woman 2 her 
ee "Sy cown to the exquiſite taſte 
of her fan. 
Eng. I ſcarcely think it poi Eble hat theſe 
could really be h's {,ord{hip” s ſen iments, 
Con. You have not tie leaſt cauſe to doubt 
of it, but every reaſon o be gonyince that 
both here, and in all the other parts of his 
Le. ters he ſpeaks his Le undiſguiſed 
thoughts. 


thoughts. — But do you think that the Lady 
who has ſo exceedingly obliged the public 
in communicating to it theſe Letters, inclu- 
ded his Lordſhip's opinion of the female 
world in the high compliment ſhe pays them 
when ſhe ſays that on account of their ſin- 
gular merit they would be handed down to 
poſterity ? 
Eug. If ſhe did, and thought herſelf one 

of the originals, from whoſe engaging linea- 
ments his Lordſhip draws his picture, ſhe is 
either poſſeſſed of uncommon humility, or 
not much diſtreſſed with refinement and deli- 
cacy of ſentiment; at leaſt ſhe is a con- 
tradition to her author's affertion, * that. 
he who flatters a woman moſt, pleaſes her 
beſt, and that flattery is the only effeftual 
way to obtain her good opinion; in the pre- 
ſent inſtance illiberal abuſe ſeems fully as 
well to have anſwered that end. Fe 

Con. You are very right, —— But what 
could be L—d Ch d's reaſon for repre- 


ſenting his ideas of the female ſex as arcanas 
to his ſon? If they were founded in truth, 
no man of the leaſt acquaintance with the 
world could poſſibly be a ſtranger to them. 
But he was certainly right in calling them 
arcanas, for they were undoubtedly fuch to 

| every 
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every one but himſelf; none except one of 
his own acute penetrating diſcernment eyer 
did, and I will venture to prophecy, ever 
will make ſo extraordinary a diſcovery, — 
But to give you my thoughts ſeriouſſy on 
this point. — It would be a moſt unhappy 
matter were the view which our noble author 
gives of wqmen in general, a juſt one, — 
Had they no ea endowments'of either 
the heart or underſtanding, they would be 
wretchedly qualified for acting the important 
part aſſigned them in the ceconomy of na- 
ture, —— How could they be capable of 
diſcharging their duty in the many valuable 
and honourable relations which they are ap- 
pointed to fill, if they were void of ſenſe 
and good affections to preſerve them from 
folly, and direct them to propriety of con- 
duct? — Indeed his Lordſhip's account of 
them, if at all credited, muſt rob them en- 
tirely of eſteem, and make them objects of 
contempt and ridicule, — By ſinking them 
ſo yery low in the ſcale of intelligent beings, 
they loſe almoſt all their conſequence, and 
cannot be conſidered with that attention and 
reſpect, which in every civilized nation of 
the world has been looked upon as their 
due, — The tendency i in this reſpect of ſuch 
a way 
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2a way of thinking is extremely hurtful to 
thoſe relative duties, on the faithful perform- 
ance of which, the comfort of individuals 
and ſociety greatly depends, — If a ſiſter is 
deſpiſed by a brother, is it to be expected 
that ſhe will receive kind and ſiſterly uſage 
from him. — If a huſhand views his wife 
in this light, will not this be a ſtrong tempta- 
tion to him to treat her not only with indif- 
ference but contempt? If a fon has not 
that good opinion of his mother which is the 
foundation of eſteem, is it natural to ſuppoſe 
that he will honour her with reſpect and 
filial piety? A ſenſe of duty will no doubt 
have a becoming influence on the behaviour 
of the more wiſe and virtuous ; but thoſe we 
are related to, or connected with, can never 
expect that affectionate treatment from us 
which flows from love, eſteem, and regard, 
if we ſuppoſe them to be deſtitute of the 
amiable qualities that are the objects of theſe 
feelings. — Beſides the immediate and direct 
effect of ſuch an opinion of the fair ſex with 
thoſe who may be ſo thoughtleſs and inat- 
tentive, as implicitly to adopt it, is to ex- 
poſe females to a thou fand times greater 
temptations, and make them infinitely 
worſe, — There is a dignity in virtue that 

com- 
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commands reſpect, even from the moſt diſſi 

pated rake, — If he has reaſon. to be con- 
e that any perſon of the other ſex on 
whom he has placed his inclinations, is poſ- 
ſeſſed of it, he is ſtruck with a reſpectful awe 
which puts a ſtop to the progreſs of his un- 
hallowed paſſion ; diveſt him of that opinion, 
and let him think that nothing is wanting to, 
inſure him of ſucceſs but a mode of addreſs 
ſuited to her prevailing weakneſs; he ſets 
his. ingenuity to work, and lays before her 
every allurement, every inſidious ſnare, in 
order to accompliſh his end: what frequently, 
muſt be the conſequence of ſuch inſidious 
arts may eaſily be foreſeen. 

Eug. But how can it be accounted for chat 
L- d Ch d ſhould entertain ideas ſo 
void of all foundation in nature and truth? 

Con. I think very plainly in this way, — 
His Lordſhip, according to his own acknow- 
ledgement, gave himſelf very much up to 
the gratification of irregular deſires; this 
led him to be connected with women of no 
reputation for decency or virtue, and we 
may naturally conclude, filly, vain, and of 
little underſtanding. — It is alſo very pro- 
bable that the honour of others fell a victim 
to his deceitful ſtratagems and alluring ad- 


dreſs, 


1 
drefs, who, had they not met with a perſon 
fo eminently ſkilled in the methods of ſe- 
duction, might always have preſerved an un- 
ſullied character, —— Hence he formed his 
opinion of the whole ſex as all rakes and 
libertines do. 


Eug. He had a very bad principle to ſup- . 


port him in ſuch a concluſion. — But had 
he no foundation for it? 
Con. None to juſtify his expreſſions with 
reſpect to this point. —— It cannot be pre- 
tended tha: women are perfect; they partake 
of all the paſſions, and are ſubject to all the 
weakneſſes and infirmities of human nature, 
of which, by the way, in the other ſex, his 
Lordikip does not entertain a very honour- 
able opinion. — But does it therefore follow, 
that they are guided in every thing, by a 
regard to the graces, that all they do and 
ſay, tends to gratify their vanity and love; 
that no adulation, no ſimulation of paſſion is 
too groſs for them, that they are not capable 
of the pureſt and moſt untainted virtue ? — 
Does it therefore follow that they are to be 
conſidered in no other light than as grown 
up children, that they are deſtitute of good 
ſen, fit to be trifled with, but not to be 
conſulted, or truſted with matters of a ſe- 
rious 


( 1 


rious and important nature? How ignorant 
or full of prejudice muſt the mind be that 


could entertain ſuch ideas? Let us examine 


them a little. — As to the imputation on the 


female ſex, that they are guided entirely by a 
regard to the graces, one ſhould have thought 
that his Lordſhip would have been the very 
laſt perſon to bring this charge againſt them; 
for is not this the ſhrine at which he intreats 
his ſon to pay his almoſt conſtant adoration ? 
There are near 400 Letters publiſhed which 
he wrote to him, and almoſt the half of every 
one of them is taken up with advices to him 
on that ſubject.— Though the deſire of get- 
ting rid of a rival power lay very near the 


keart of the elder Cato, one ſimple expreſſion 


of it, delenda e&ft Carthago, ſatisfied him at the 
concluſion of every ſpeech; but there is 
ſcarcely a ſentence in our author's Letters 
where he does not warmly take notice of 
the mighty, the infinite conſequence of the 
Graces. — The graces, the graces, are perpe- 
tually ringing in your ears. — Were they of 
the very great importance he repreſents them, 
they could not be over-rated. — A thing of 
ineſtimable value cannot be too highly prized. 
That they are of conſiderable importance 1s 
very certain, — A rough vulgar uncultivated 

L a addreſs 


Tg 


T m2 } 


addreſs and behaviour is quite unpleaſing ; 
whereas elegance of expreſſion, the doing 
and ſaying every thing in a polite and eaſy. 
manner, is extremely engaging and agree- 
able, but by no means to be compared, in 
point of dignity and excellence, with the in- 
ternal. beauties of the mind and an unble- 
miſhed converſation. That from a deſire to 
pleaſe, many of the female, as well as of the 
other ſex, are too attentive to external at- 
tractions is very true; but certainly more can 
be pleaded in their behalf with reſpect to this, 
than can be ſaid for us. — You know that 
cuſtom, and the laws of modeſty forbid that 
women ſhould make the firſt advances to the 
male ſex with a view to a union with thoſe 
whom nature formed to protect and ſupport 
them comfortably in future life. — Now the 
graces, the outward winning accompliſh- 
ments, are here moſt friendly to them, they 
make impreſſions, particularly in the begin- 
ning, greatly to their advantage, and plead 
with filent eloquence in favour of their fair 
votaries. — But at the ſame time, nothing, 

but the moſt ſhameful partiality can deny, 
that many of the female ſex, even in the gay- 
eſt and moſt elevated ſtations, ſo far from be- 
ing wholly engroſſed by theſe accompliſh 
| Eh ments, 
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ments, do not pay a greater attention to 
them, or prize them more than they deſerve ; 
they know the various qualifications neceſſary 
to their true happineſs, and put a value upon 
each according to its intrinſic excellence, and 
fitneſs to that end. — As to their vanity, one 
of the paſſions to which his Lordſhip ſays 
they are entirely devoted, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that they are the moſt elegant and 
beautiful part of the creation; and is it na- 
tural for them to be ignorant of this, and 
not towiſh that others ſhould not be inſen- 
ſible to it? =—— As to the deſire of appro- 
bation for qualities that are naturally praiſe- 
worthy, this is not vanity ; it is a principle 
which diſtinguiſhes the moſt virtuous and ex- 
alted ſpirits. — If however there are any of 
the female world who in every thing they do 
and ſay, have an eye to praiſe for what in 
itſelf has no intrinſic excellence, [I pity them, 
but will never be their advocate ; at the ſame 
time it would be doing great injuſtice to the 
fair ſex, not to take notice that if a proneneſs 
to vanity is one of their predominant weak» 
neſſes, this is in a great meaſure to be charged 
to our account. —-— They have paſſed but 
very little the age of childhood when with all 
the appearance of ſincerity, we begin to flatte 
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their beauty, and perſonal accompliſhments ; 
almoſt every thing we ſay to them, is in the 
ſtrongeſt terms of exaggerated praiſe? And 
is it wonderful that many of them ſhould 
believe us, ſhould think that they have en- 
gaging qualities which they have not, and 
value too highly the qualities which they 
have? At this time of life eſpecially they 
have naturally very open unſuſpecting hearts, 

which makes them more liable to be impoſed 
on, by the diſingenuous and alluring arts we 
make uſe of in order to deceive them. — I 
ſuppoſe no man ever took more pains in this 
particular to bait his hook with engaging co- 
Jours, or paid them a more enticing tribute 
of adulation than L—d Ch d; he was 
perhaps frequently too ſucceſsful; and there- 
fore all the ſex were vain — pleaſed 


and delighted with nothing but flattery. — 


Had they paid no regard to his artful ad- 
drefſes, what name do you think he would 
have honoured them with? 
Eug. I ſuppoſe he would have called them 
affected prudes. 
Con. There is not the leaſt doubt but he 
would. — Though let him have thought and 
ſaid what he pleaſed, it cannot be doubted 
but that great numbers of that ſex would, 
not 


( ns 


not only from appearance but the genuine 
feelings of their minds, treat all attempts to 
flatter them with merited contempt. —Love 
 alfo it ſeems is a paſſion which has an entire 
aſcendance over them. — No doubt they 
have that feeling in common with us ; they 
got it from the author of their being to an- 
| ſwer the wiſeſt ends, and many there are who 
never pervert it to an unworthy purpoſe, ne- 
ver permit it to exceed the bounds of the 
ſtricteſt innocence and purity. But this I 
deny, faith his Lordſhip. If you do, it is the 
dictate of an unhallowed and licentious 
heart, — Every thing he has ſaid upon this 
ſubje& may clearly be traced up to the ſame 
ſource ; it tends to remove a very powerful 
reſtraint on the indulgence of irregular paſ- 
ſions, and to encourage the moſt corrupt and 
licentious morals. — What multitudes of 
women are and have been adorned with as 
unſuſpected and incorruptible virtue as ever 
did honour to the memory of the chaſte Lu- 
cretia. — To harbour a thought or deſign 
inconſiſtent with untainted modeſty would 
make thouſands and ten thouſands of them 
miſerable. —If others have ſullied their repu- 
tation, perhaps in ninety nine inſtances of 2 
hundred, man who ſhould rather be the en- 

* I: courager, 
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courager, the friend and faithful guardian of 
their innocence, is the original cauſe to 
which this is to be aſcribed. — Giving him- 
ſelf up to the influence and direction of a 
criminal appetite, he lays his ſchemes to un- 
dermine their ſentiments of virtue with all 
the cunning and infinuating enticements 
which his artful ingenuity can deviſe — by 
flattery, profeſſions of the ſincereſt attach- 
ment, by promifes, nay often by the moſt 
ſolemn vows and declarations, that his de- 
figns are honourable, he engages their af- 
fections, and then in an unſuſpecting hour 
he takes advantage of their credulity and pre- 
Cipitates them into ruin — Utter ruin and 
Joſs of eſteem is indeed generally the conſe- 

quence, — For the inhuman cuftom of the 
world conſiders a fingle blot in the character 
of a female as irretrievable infamy; inſtead 
of being encouraged by good advice and 
gentle treatment to return to the paths of vir- 
tue, ſhe meets with univerſal ſcorn, and is 
utterly caſt off from the regard of all her 
friends and connections; unprotected, and 
expoſed to the direful effects of neceſſity and 
deſpair, a ſeries of new temptations compleat 
her deſtruction, —Do not you think that the 
Kt enticer to a crime attended with ſuch fatal 
con- 


l 


conſequences, has much to anſwer for, Eu- 
genius? 

Eug. He is certainly in a great meaſure ac- 
countable for them, and muſt be unhappy in 

the refleion, unleſs his mind is hardened 
to a ſenſe of complicated guilt. 

Con. He undoubtedly muſt. — But to re- 
turn to our ſubject. — The diſguſting co- 
lours in which Lord Ch --= draws the fe- 
male character in general, are certainly very 
inconſiſtent with the common opinion of the 
world. — One convincing proof of this is, 
that from the moſt remote period, all the 
celebrated artiſts in ſculpture, painting, and 
poetry, have conſtantly repreſented the ſe- 
yeral virtues under a female form; which 
they would not have done, had they not well 
known that this would render their produc- 
tions more pleaſing and agreeable ; this they 
never could have done, had they in this re- 
ſpe contradicted truth, nature, and the ge- 
neral ſentiments of mankind. -— That women 
are in general poſſeſſed of much greater pu- 
rity and delicacy of morals than our ſex can- 
not be diſputed. — We are very ſenſible of 
this, and teſtify it on many occaſions. — An 
indecent expreſſion uſed in the preſence of 

women, is conſidered to be no better than 
ruſtie 
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ruftic unpoliſhed barbarity, and a groſs vio- 
lation of the firſt rules of decency and good 
breeding. — Have you' not taken notice of 
the impatience which men frequently diſcover 
to get rid of the company of females ? 

Eug. I have, and wondered at this inſtance 
of their want of taſte. | 
Con. Want of taſte! They conſider their 
departure as a ſignal for beginning toaſts of 
a certain kind, and indulging themſelves in 
a levity of converſation, which puts virtue 
to the bluſh, injures the chaſte and delicate 
feelings of the mind, and encourages a vi- 
cious diſſipation of morals. — With reſpect 
to religion, a regard to which 1s one of the 
beft marks of virtuous diſpoſitions, it is a 
fact well known, and highly to the honour 
of the female ſex, that were it not for the 
reſpect which they pay to it, the leaſt vef» 
tiges of it, in many places would fcarcely be 
perceived, — With refpect to the indifcrimi- 
nate remarks my Lord has made concerning 
their want of good fenſe, and their childiſh ig- 
norance, they are hardly worth notice; that 
they have not the leaſt foundation in truth, the 
reſpectable figure which individuals of them 
have made, in hiſtory, criticiſm, poetry, is 
a convincing demonſtration, 


Eug. 


( 


Fug. I believe, Sir, very few of them have 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves in any of the branches 
of polite literature, 

Con. True, many of them have not, but 
thoſe who have, are a proof of what others 
are capable, proyided their faculties enjoyed 
the ſame advantages of education. — Parti- 
cularly, I think it highly probable, that from 
the tender and delicate ſtricture of their minds 
they would diftinguiſh themſelves in matters 
of taſte and imagination, much more than 
men, were they to turn their attention to 
them. At the ſame time I cannot help ob- 


ſerving, that whatever cauſe there may be 


to alledge that they have little force of un- 
derſtanding, this is very much owing to their 
not being furniſhed in the early part of life 
with the means of cultivation. — After they 
have received the firſt elements of inſtruction 
with reſpect to reading, &c. an attention 
to dreſs, dancing, muſic, and the other po- 
lite accompliſhments includes too frequently 
all the particulars of the education of females 


in the genteeler ſtations ; whilſt a matter of 
much greater conſequence is neglected ; the 


improving their minds in thoſe things neceſ- 
fary to qualify them for diſcharging with de- 


cency and propriety, the relative and domeſtic 
dutics, 
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duties, particularly inſtructing their children; 
a moſt important office, which, in the early 
part of their life, is almoſt entirely committed 
to their care. — But with all their diſadvan- 
tages of education, women in general, beg- 
ging his Lordſhip's pardon, have ſufficient 


underſtanding not only to be conſulted, but 


to be truſted with matters of the moſt ſerious 
and important concern. — Were not this the 


caſe, many a maſter of a family, in the ma- 
nagement of his affairs, would appear in but 


a ſorry and contemptible point of view. — 
If the character, in point of ſenſe, with 
which L. d Ch— d compliments the fair 


ſex, was taken from his knowledge of the 


ladies in England, and is a juſt one, it 


would appear that they have greatly dege- 
nerated ſince the conqueſt. For the hiſto- 


rians of Britain of remote antiquity acquaint 
us, that among them, women were ad- 


mitted to their principalities, and general 


commands, by the right of ſucceſſion, merit, 
or nobility. —— In the days of Boadicea, 


Cæſar's captains felt this to their coſt; and 


we know, that, not very long ſince, a woman 
governed the affairs of England with much 
honour to herſelf, and with diſtinguiſhed dig- 
nity and adyantage to the nation, and pro- 

ES, | teſtant 
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teſtant intereſt in Europe. —— ] ſhall only 
add this obſervation, that as the human kind 
is the workmanſhip of a Being of the moſt 
perfect wiſdom and benevolence, the diffe- 
rent ſexes into which it is divided are formed 
with natural endowments ſuited to the par- 
ticular ſituations. they are intended to fill, — 
The reſpectable virtues which depend on the 
ſtronger and more vigorous exertions. of the 
mind are requiſite to the ſphere aſſigned to 
man, — The ſofter and more amiable vir- 
tues become the circumſtances 'allotted to 
woman. She has good ſenſe given to 
her, ſufficient to enable her to act the part 
preſcribed her with diſcretion and propriety, 
and a heart animated with ſenſibility. —— 
From this texture of her conſtitution, ſhe is 
qualified in a peculiar manner for diſcharging 
with propriety, the kind and endearing of- 
fices of ſympathy and friendſhip, and for 
performing the various relative duties, with 
an amiable ſweetneſs-and tenderneſs of af- 
fection, which give a lively reliſh to our 
joys, and greatly alleviate our pains and 
ſorrows, Both ſexes by a proper uſe 
of their endowments become truly amiable, 
and ſerve a moſt valuable end; but when 
they pervert them to unworthy purpoſes, 

e they 
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they are no longer objects of eſteem, and 


loſe all their dignity and excellence.“ 


Lord Kaims in one of his ſketches has unde- 
niably proved, that in the firſt ſtage of human ſoci- 
ety, that is, the ſavage ſtate, women are of little or 
no conſideration, treated as ſlaves or brutes; but 
as ſociety refines and improves, women become 
of more conſequence, and when 1t arrives at its 
higheſt perfection, they are then put on a footing 
with men, with reſpeCt to rank, ſtation, and all 
the rights and 2 of nature, and according 
as they are treated more or leſs in this way, it is 
a mark of the civilization or barbarity of a people. 
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DIALOGUE VII 


CONSTANTIUS, EUGENIUsS. 


E now come to the laſt particular of 
our enquiry with reſpect to L—4 
Ch 's Letters, which is dueling, — | 
Have you ever been at the pains to con- 
ſider it. — 
Eug. T cannot ſay I have brought my 
mind to any ſettled judgment in this mat- 
ter. For ſome time paſt I have wiſhed for an 
opportunity of talking with you on this ſub- 
ject, andſhould be glad to hear your ſentiments 
of it, that I may know how to conduct my- 
ſelf with propriety on any future occaſion. 
Con. I am glad of this opportunity. In 
a little time you will bid adieu to my in- 
ſtructions; you will finiſh your ſtudies, and 
mix with the active and buſy part of man- 
kind; therefore you ſhould now endeavour 
to get a clear and diftin& view of the man- 
ner in which you are to conduct yourſelf 
with propriety, in the various circumſtances 
| in 
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in which you may be placed. A prudent 


general arranges his army in order, and plans 
with wiſdom the mode of all his operations 
before he enters into the hurry and confuſion 
of battle. —A virtuous and becoming courſe 
of action in every ſituation of life, can only 


be the reſult of deliberate and judicious prin- 


ciples. The point we are now led to by 


the ſubject which on ſome late occaſions has 


engaged our attention, is by no means one 
of thoſe which is of the leaſt importance for 
you to be well informed of. —L—d Ch—d 
having given his ſon ſome inſtructions with 
relation to the manner in which he ſhould 
conduct himſelf on receiving certain offences, 


obſerves, * that ſhould any thing be ſaid to 


him inj urious to his honour or moral charac- 
ter, there was but one proper reply which he 


hoped he would never have occaſion to make,” 


What he means here by a proper reply is a 
challenge. —In another Letter he tells him, 


that on being injured in a particular way he 


muſt call oth his adyerſary into the field, 
in order to demand ſatisfaction. — e 
there is ſcarcely an inſtance to be found in 
which the practice of mankind is ſo flagrant 

à con 
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a contradiction to their ſound judgment and 
ſentiments, as duelling. --— You will not 


meet with one in a hundred, (let him act as 


he pleaſe) who pretends to juſtify it.—When 
it is attempted to be vindicated, the arguments 
made uſe of for that purpoſe depend on the 


falſeſt principles and are too inſignificant to 


produce conviction. 
The circumſtances in which my Lord 
adviſes his ſon to have recourſe to a chal- 


lenge, are thoſe in which an imputation 
has been caſt on his honour or moral cha- 


rafter, — Tell me, Eugenius, what do you 
mean by the word honour ? 
Eug. I believe, Sir, it ſignifies the hey 


poſſeſſed of thoſe qualities that — the 


objects of approbation. | 
Con. Your definition is juſt ; but do you 
think that any thing can be the proper object 


of approbation which is inconſiſtent with the 


laws of virtue ? 

Eug. I am perſuaded it cannot. 

Con, I have not the leaſt doubt but I Mall 
be able to convince you that duelling is to 
be conſidered in this light; if ſo, the practice 
of it can conſtitute no part of true honour, 
and muſt be a moſt extraordinary method for 
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2 perſon to take to vindicate his moral cha- 
racter. 

Eug. But what, 8 is the reaſon that 
duelling is confined to our part of the world; 
if I am not miſtaken, there was no ſuch prac- 
tice in Greece and Rome, nor among any of 
the nations of antiquity, whoſe courage was 
never called in queſtion ; and I believe there 
are many countries at preſent, who : are as 
much ſtrangers to it. 

Con. You are not miſtaken. — I will en- 
deavour to explain that matter to ou. 
When the Goths and Vandals, and other 
barbarous nations deſtroyed the Roman em- 
pire, and fpread themſelves over theſe nor- 
thern parts of Europe; they deſtroyed not only 
all the marks of polite literature, but thoſe 


of civilization alſo, wherever they came, — 
Inſtead of adopting the Roman laws, which 


by the wiſdom of the moft celebrated legiſ- 
lators, during a long ſeries of ages, had been 
brought to a high degree of perfection, they 
continued obſtinately attached to their own 
cuſtoms; and - introduced them among the 
people that were conquered by their arms. — 
J call them cuſtoms, for civil inſtitutions 
they had none. Of the various methods 


they had recourſe to for the adminiſtration of 


Juſtice, 


| C nn 1} 
juſtice, and preſerving the peace of ſociety, 
that of ſingle combat was particularly re- 
markable. — When any one thought that he 


bad cauſe to charge another with violating 


his rights, he called him to the field, and ac- 
cording to particular forms, preſcribed and 
regularly obſerved on ſuch occaſions, ſup- 
ported by combat, the truth of his accuſa- 
tion. — Blinded by the darkening influences 
of ſuperſtition, they vainly thought that the 
ſupreme Being would immediately interpoſe 
in favour of the innocent perſon by giving 
him the victory; accordingly if the unfor- 

M3 tunate 


* The origin of duelling hath been accounted 
for by an ingenious author thus. Among the bar- 
barous nations which over-run the Roman em- 
pire, there was not ſufficient power to reſtrain the 


injurious, or to enforce exact diſtributive juſtice, 


The whole ſoldiery were fellow adventurers, and 
the meaneſt among them looked upon himſelf as 
on an equality with the leaders of the expedition, 
When any quarrel therefore aroſe between indi- 
viduals, their commanders, had no power of en- 
forcing the deciſion they might be inclined to 


make, To decide the difference therefore they 


were obliged to allow the parties themſelves to 
ſettle them by the ſword, by which alone they 
had any right to the countries they poſſeſſed. See 
Robertſon's notes and illuſtrations on his prelimi- 


nary diſcourſe to th2 Hiſtory of Charles V. 
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tunate combatant was not killed on the ſpot, 


the judges appointed to preſide in the conteſt, 
convinced of his guilt, inflicted on him an 


adequate puniſhment, — This mode of de- 


termining offences extended at firſt without 
exception to every member of ſociety, neither 
difference of character, of rank or condition 
could be pleaded as an excuſe from the obli- 
gations of it. — Aldanus, King of Sweden, 
and Adingus King of Denmark, were under 
the neceſſity of accepting challenges and en- 
entering the liſts with their own rebellious 
ſubjects.— Nay, what is more aſtoniſhing, 
even Eccleſtaſtics, the facredneſs of whoſe 
character might have exempted them from 


ſuch folly, were obliged for a long time to 


conform to this abſurd and irrational cuſtom. 
This cuſtom beginning with the very infancy 
of theſe nations, its influence ſo amazingly 
increaſed, that in length of time, the various 
particulars, relating to the cauſes and manner 
of conducting duels, were formed into a re- 
gular ſyſtem, or code of laws; but what 
moſt of all added to its power was the ſpirit 


of chivalry, which ſeized like a phrenzy the 


minds of every claſs of men about the middle 
of the dark ages. — In England the cuſtom 
of fivgle combat was not leſs the faſhion 

than 
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than in the neighbouring kingdoms; we are 
told that the judges of the court of Common 
Pleas, and ſometimes the Lord high Chan- 
cellor, and Earl Marſhal, preſided at theſe 
feats of arms, and pronounced ſentence. — 
You muſt eaſily perceive how extremely per- 
nicious the conſequences of ſuch a practice 
muſt have been to the. intereſts of ſociety. 
Juſtice was perverted, innocence oppreſled 
the cruel, the ambitious and inſolent invader, 
was often crowned with honours, inſtead of 
ſufferin e puniſhment merited by his 
crimes. — Not only the individuals origi- 
ly engaged in contention were diſtreſſed 
by it, very frequently their relations, their 
friends, their dependents, nay whole towns 
and communities were drawn into the diſ- 
pute and involved in the carnage and mi= 
feries of war. — The minds of men begin- 
ning to be tired of evils ſo deſtructive of 
human happinefs, and advancing from igno- 
rance and barbarity to a more refined and 
civilized ſtate, in which they were not a 
little aſſiſted by the revival of Letters, the 
cauſe of theſe calamities came to be gra- 
dually laid aſide. Order aroſe out of con- 
fuſion. Laws were enacted conducive to the 
public ſafety ; the execution of which was 

com- 
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committed to the civil magiſtrate wha had a 
power veſted in him of inflicting a puniſh- 
ment on offenders, adequate to the nature 
of their crimes, — This remedy reſtrained 
within ſmaller bounds, but by no means 
entirely cured the diſeaſe, — For ſtill there 
are offences of a leſſer and more peculiar 
nature, for the puniſhment of which the law 
has made no proviſion j in reſpe&t to them 
the cuſtom of duelling is as prevalent, and 
as univerſal in theſe countries as ever, | 

Eug. I think I have been told that there 
are laws both in England and France that 

expreſsly forbid it. ' 

Can. There are, but various methods are 
taken to elude them which render them al- 
moſt entirely uſeleſs, whilſt the ſpirit of it 
ſo ſtrongly prevails among thoſe who are 

4 opulent and powerful, that civil authority can 
F have but little influence. — Such a practice 
is perfectly conſiſtent with our idea of the 
character of a Hun, a Goth, or a Vandal in 
a ſtate of ſavage uncultivated nature ; but 
that the leaſt traces of it ſhould appear a- 
mong us their poliſhed deſcendants, who en- 
joy the moſt liberal advantages of improve- 
ment, and on whom the arts and ſciences 


have ſhed their genial humanizing influences, 
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is not more aſtoniſhing than it is diſgraceful, 
As notwithſtanding we are ſtill fo fond of 
this mark of our origin, and it is ſo much. 
the taſte of the faſhionable world ; to guard 
you, if poſſible, from its contagion, I will 
ſhew you on the cleareſt principles, that it 
is not only in the higheſt degree abſurd, but 
inconſiſtent with with every juſt ſentiment 
of virtue and religion. I fay then firſt, 
that the practice of duelling is abſurd.— For 
conſider what the intention of any perſon 1s 
when he ſends a challenge to another, — Is 
it not that he may have an opportunity of 
properly reſenting ſome injury he has received 
from him? But is it a rational way of do» 
ing this to bring yourſelf into a ſituation 
where your antagoniſt will have the fame 
power to make you fuffer, that you will have 
to hurt him? Apply the ſame mode of pro- 

ceeding to a matter of a fimilar nature, 
Suppoſe any one had robbed you of your 
property, and was to have inflicted on him 
the penalty determined by law; would you 
appear with him in open court, and declare 
a refoJution of ſubmitting with him to what- 
ever ſentence the Judge thought- proper ta 
_ paſs on him, Would not a perſon. injured 
who acted thus, be looked on as bereft of 
his 
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his ſenſes. Does not the perſon who calls 
the man to the field that has affronted him 
hereby declare that he is himfelf free from 
offence, that he has done him no injury ? 
But is the ſubjecting himſelf to the hazard 
of being hurt, perhaps of ſuffering the moſt 
exquiſite torture, the juſt and natural re- 
ward of innocency *? 

Is the expoſing himſelf to a ſecond - and 
worſe injury a fit method for obtaining a re- 


paration of the firſt? 


Our behaviour on ſuch occaſions is a 


thouſand times more irrational than that of 


an ignorant and barbarous Goth ; for our 
minds are free from ſuperſtition, but he, if 
innocent, was convinced, that the Deity, as 
a mark of his approbation, would certainly 
protect, and bring him off conqueror. — 
Let us alſo confider again the reaſon that is 
generally pleaded for giving or accepting a 
challenge. — You know eit is that the im- 
putation of diſhonour, or in other words of 
cowardice may be avoided. 

Eug. I do Sir. And I do not wonder 


that this motive ſhould have very great in- 


fluence. — It muſt be an exceedingly mor- 


tifying thing for a man of ſpirit to lie under 


ſuch an imputation, 
3 Con. 


( 


Com. T ſuppoſe, by ſpirit, you underſtand 
courage. — Inform me what you mean by 
courage. 

Eug. I mean by it a contempt of danger, 
or a firmneſs of mind which raiſes it above 
the influence of fear. 

Con. And can you imagine that e 
a duel is a proper evidence of the ſtrength 
of this principle? If you conſider the mat- 
ter with attention, you will, I apprehend, 
be of the contrary opinion, — Is it a proof 
of true courage for a man to expoſe himſelf 
to a greater evil from the fear of a leſler ? 

Eug. It certainly is not, 

Con. This then is preciſely the caſe with 
the duelliſt. He expoſes himſelf to the point 

of his antagoniſt's ſword, becauſe he has 


not fortitude to bear thoſe irrational reflecti- 


ons which might be caſt upon him were he 
to decline it. You know that Cato by 
killing himſelf has acquired with numbers a 
character of exalted heroiſm ; but fear was 
undoubtedly at the bottom of that unbe- 
coming action. — He could not endure the 
thoughts of being ſubject to the power of 
Cæſar, after he had trampled on the liberties 
of his country, and therefore deſtroyed him- 
ſelf by a voluntary death. 


In 
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In the like manner the duelliſt ſubmits to 
a ſhameful practice, becauſe he has not mag- 
nanimity to follow the light of his under- 
ſtanding and the honeſt dictates of his con- 


| ſcience, —Confider that the declining or ac- 


cepting of a challenge, is no certain mark 
of courage. Some there have been of un- 


queſtionable bravery in the day of battle, 


who, from principle would not on any ac- 
count fight a duel ;—and others have fought 
duels, who, when brought to the true teſt, 
have proved themſelves arrant cowards, and 
turned their backs on the enemies of their 
country. — Beſides, courage conſidered as a 
quality depending on a certain temperament 
of the conititution, and abſtracted from the 
motives from which it is exerted, cannot lay 


claim to our regard more than bodily ſtrength, 


or a feature of the countenance ; otherwiſe, 
the bear or tyger of the foreſt, might with 
more propriety than man demand our re- 
ſpect. So far is courage from having a 


title to our favour in all circumſtances, that 


when employed in a bad cauſe, it is univer- 
ſally deteſted. —— Let it be exerted in op- 
prefling the innocent, in robbing the widow 


and fatherlefs of their right, and it becomes 


the object of abhorrence, — 


W hercas 
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Whereas the refuſing with ſteadineſs to 
conform to a vicious cuſtom, though au- 
thorized and ſupported by the faſhionable 
world, argues a manly reſolution, a dignity 
and excellence that conſtitute the nobleſt and 
moſt reſpectable fortitude. — Purſue this 
thought, and what is the concluſion ? Why 
the advocate for duelling muſt not forfeit 


his honour, he muſt ſtand fair in the good 


opinion of mankind. 

But of what part of mankind ? Not the 
ſober, the wiſe, and judicious few ; but the 
vain, the thoughtleſs, and undiſcerning mul- 
titude. — And is their approbation of ſuch 
infinite conſequence? But ſuppoſe him in 
poſſeſſion of this mighty acquiſition ; has the 


man who refuſes to ſacrifice his conſcience. 
to this criminal practice nothing as an equi- 


valent? Can he meet with no friend ta 
plead his cauſe or vindicate his reputation ? 
Yes, every man of virtue reſpects, eſteems, 
and admires him. — And ſure the regard of 
a ſingle individual of ſober thought and re- 
flection, who is a judge of real merit, is of 


greater importance, is much more honour- 


able, than the giddy applauſe of ten thou- 
ſand of diſſipated manners, who have 
not ſenſe to diſtinguiſh and place a proper 
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value on what is amiable and becoming, — — 


In ſuch caſes obloquy is praiſe, and every 
tribute of approbation beſtowed, a teſtimony 
of intrinſic worth. — But Duelling, conſi- 
dered in every point of view, ſeeks its end in 
the ſtrangeſt and moſt unaccountable way, 
If a perſon of ſuperior rank receives an af- 
front from one of the loweſt and moſt deſpi- 
cable character, but well dreſt and of a gen- 
teel appearance, according to the laws of 
honour he muſt challenge him, oblige him to 
meet him on equal terms, and give him 


_ fatisfation. Thus it pretends to maintain 


the honour, and preſerve the dignity of 2 
gentleman, by bringing him frequently to 
2 level with the meaneſt, the moſt worthleſs, 
and contemptible part of mankind. I 
will now endeavour to ſhew you that this 
barbarous cuſtom is inconſiſtent with juſtice, 

Do not you think that it is one of the 
firſt principles of juſtice that we ought not 
to violate the rights of any of our fellow- 


creatures? 


Eug. I do. 


Con. Yes, the perſon whoſe mind has a 
proper ſenſe of this virtue, will not ſtain the 
reputation of another, or hurt him in his 
perſen or property, — And beſides this, if 

he 
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he is injured himſelf, and puniſhment 


25 is neceſſary, he will adjuſt the kind 
0 and degree of it to the nature of the of- 
"4 fence he has received ; ſhould the puniſh- 
„ment be greater than the offence, in pro- 
- portion as it exceeded it, inſtead of being 
the injured perſon, he would become the 
4 | offender. — For this reaſon he will not wiſh 
+ to puniſh himſelf, for he has felt from ex- 


perience, that the reſentment which is ex- 
cited by injury real or imaginary, takes 
pleaſure in nothing but its own gratification, 
ſtrives to extinguiſh every other feeling, and 
to make its object unhappy, without heark- 
ening to the dictates of reaſon or humanity, 
To prevent us from determining in our own 
cauſe, for which we are ſo ill qualified hy 
the pernicious tendency of this paſſion, laws 
in every civilized country have been inſti- 
IJtuted, which, as I before obſerved to you, 
take the puniſhment of offenders out of the 
hands of individuals, and lodges it in the 
power of the civil magiftrate, — He balances 
the ſcales of juſtice with ftrit impartiality ; 
free from prejudice and paſſion, he examines 
into the nature of offences, and with all the 
equity in his power, inflicts ſufferings on 
the guilty, according to the malignity of 
N 2 


— — 


E 


the injuries they have done. —— Now this 
fair adjuſtment of puniſhment to the nature 
of the offence committed, which has been 
conſidered as a moſt important object by 
the wiſeſt lawgivers, is utterly violated by 
the practice of duelling. 
Not one in ten thouſand of thoſe offences, 
where this is thought the proper mode of 
redreſs, deſerves the penalty of death ; nay 
in general they ſcarcely deferve the ſlighteſt 
expreſſion of reſentment. — When crimes 
are committed of a capital nature, this kind 
of ſatisfaction is ſcarcely ever thought of, — 
If a perſon is deprived of his property by 
another, of whatever ftation, or has taken 
away from him the life of a relation or a 
friend, he does not challenge him for the inju- 
ry, but conſigns him over to the puniſhment 
prepared for him by law. — The intention of 
the duelliſt is evidently to rob his antago- 
niſt of his life. — A lighting look or ex- 
preſſion, an accidental affront never in- 
tended, is to be puniſhed with the very 
ſame degree of ſeverity, as the moſt aggra- 
vated offence, Is this adequate ? Is it equi- 
table? Is a trifling infignificant affront, a 
ſufficient reaſon for cutting off from ſociety 
fo noble and dignified a creature as man, — 
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Was ſuch an adminble. piece of divine 
workmanſhip formed for ſo unworthy a 


purpoſe, was it made to be ſported with at 


the pleaſure of a moſt iniquitous and un- 
hallowed cuſtom ? 

But I will now ſhew you how much it 
has alſo ſtampt upon it the want of hu- 
manity. Admirable is the proviſion 
made for the happineſs of our fellow- 


creatures in the conſtitution of the human 


mind, — There is implanted in it a feeling 
by which we are all linked together as it 
Examine it, 
and you will find that the influence of this 
principle is not merely confined to our re- 
latives or intimate connections, but that it 


is extended to all who bear the common 


ſtamp of humanity, 


Tor res againſt Duz iI Ic. 


1. The puniſhment of the offender is al- 
together diſproportionate to the offence, Is it 
that a contemptuous look or expreflion, a 
haſty, paſſionate, reproachful word ſhould 
be expiated with nothing leſs than the 
blood, the life of the offender, &c ? 


2. Is not he who, deliberately giving 


er accepting a challenge, kills another, 
N 3 1 
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or is killed himſelf, by every law human and 


divine, guilty of the 9 of another or of 
himſelf. Is not thus going to the field 
armed with the weapons of death, after 
time to think or reflect, with a full in- 
tention to kill or be killed, to all intents 
and purpoſes malice prepenſe, and does it 
not deſerve a ſuitable puniſhment in this 
world and the next? Is not murder in 
this caſe aggravated by every circumſtance 
of wickedneſs and folly ? | 

3. Suppoſe you have killed your anta- 
goniſt, or are killed yourſelf, how doth this 
vindicate your character from thoſe impu- 
tations whichare generally the cauſeof duels? 


Will the world the leſs believe a man a 


liar, or a coward, becauſe he has fought a 
due] ?-- It is not one or twenty actions of this 
kind, but the general tenor of his conduct 
through life which muſt determine his cha- 
racter. a» | 
4. A man of nice honour, whom nothing 
leſs than a due] will appeaſe or ſatisfy, is he 
not a peſt to human ſociety ? — Is he not 
to be looked on as a bravo, an aſſaſſin, to be 
avoided and deteſted as ſuch? Thank hea- 
ven, ſuch bullies are now generally deſpiſed, 
and all men will carefully avoid their com- 


pays 


629 


pany. * To accept a challenge from ſuch a 


one, and put your life on equal terms with 
his, in compliance with a barbarous cuſtom, 


can be looked on as nothing leſs than great 


weakneſs, or deſperate folly and madneſs. 
5. The braveſt are ever the leaſt ready to 
give or take offence. Some there have been 
of unqueſtionable bravery in the day of bat- 
tle, who, from principle, would not on any 
account fight a duel. Others have fought 
duels, who proved themſelves arrant cowards 
in the field of battle, of which there are 
inſtances in our own times, — Duelling then 
is no mark of true courage. It is rather an 
undoubted mark of cowardice from the fear 
of infamy or ſhame to do an action in direct 


oppoſition to principle and conſcience. 


Falſus honor juvet & mendax infamia 


Terret, quem niſi mendoſum & mendacem. 


In proportion as a benevolent principle is 
deeply engraven on our minds, as we are 
pleaſed with and approve of it, any practice 
injurious to it muſt be wrong and unbecom- 
ing. — But is it not the tendency of duel- 
ling to injure, nay to eradicate this amiable, 
this beſtof principles fromthe human heart? 


Alas of how many uſeful and valuable mem- 
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bers hath it robbed ſociety ? How often 
hath it blaſted the enj joyments of private fa- 
milies, ſtruck a dagger into their peace, and 
plunged them into the depths of affliction ? 
How often hath it torn from wives their 
tender and affectionate huſbands, and brought 


the hoary hairs of aged parents, with grief 
and ſorrow to the grave? — Refle a little 
on the manner in which a perſon of nice 
punctilio, with reſpect to this inhuman cuſ- 
tom, is affected, and how he conducts him- 
ſelf.— He re an affront that conſidered 
in itſelf, and probably in the moſt unfavour- 
able point of view, ought, to diminiſh very 
little his happineſs, but which, were the 
motives to it and intentions from which it 
proceeded candidly and fairly examined, 
would perhaps dwindle intonothing ; but his 
reſentment, heightened from its firſt begin- 
nings by the influence of the laws of falſe 
honour, reſiſts the impulſe of reaſon, and la- 


bours to extinguiſh every propenſity of his 


nature. Reflection of this kind ſucceeds 
reflection, until his faculties are wholly ab- 
ſorbed and he is inflamed and animated by 
paſſion ; he then haſtens to obey its impulſes 
and call the offender into a ſituation where 
he will have an opportunity fully to gratify 

it 


. — 
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jt,—Suppoſe him to be victorious and that he 
has utterly accompliſhed his deſtruction.— 
How long does his triumph continue ? It is 
as fleeting as a ſhadow. A conſciouſneſs of 
guilt terrifies the human mind, more eſpe- 
cially that of which malevolence is the 
cauſe, and which has produced unhappineſs 
to our fellow creatures. He now feels this 
from dreadful experience.- Thoſe vain ideas of 
honour, and thoſe turbulent emotions, which 
hurried him to the action he has committed, 
all ſubſide, and leave full room for the bitter- 
neſs of reflection. In one fatal moment he 
has precipitated into eternity, engaged in an 
impious act to which he had himſelf tempted 
him, one, perhaps, to whom he was connected, 
not only, by the common bonds of hum: 

but, perhaps, the moſt endearing ties of friènd- 
ſhip. He perceives alſo that the relations of 
the unhappy ſufferer penetrated with forrow 
for his loſs, conſider him with abhorrence 
and merited indignation.— Every circum- 
ſtance, that can heighten his crime, appears to 
him in the moſt aggravating light. — Each 
ſucceeding thought encreaſes the poignancy 
of remorſe, and animates the accuſations of 
conſcience to torment him with their aveng- 
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Hateful deed caſts a melancholy gloom over - 
his future proſpects, and tinctures with diſ- 


ſatisfaction his beſt enjoyments through the 
remainder of life. 

| Eug. Theſe are indeed dreadful conſequen- 
ces; but are they common to all in the 
circumſtances you have mentioned? 

Con. Thoſe whom unfeeling habit has 
rendered deaf to the voice of virtue and 


humanity may be ſtrangers to them, but 


they are certainly natural to every one in 
ſuch a ſituation, as numbers can bear wit- 


neſs from their miſerable experience. 


Eug. But if I may not gratify my reſent- 
ment by puniſhing thoſe who injure me, 
why was that feeling implanted in my mind ? 

Con. You may juſt as well aſk why you 


were furniſhed with any of the other paſſions, 


for every one of them prompts you to in- 
dulge it.— All the feelings of nature are wiſe- 
ly ſuited to the circumſtances of our Being, 


and are intended to anſwer a valuable end; 


but that can. never be obtained unleſs they 
are reſtrained in their gratification within 
due limits, but of thoſe limits they are al- 
together incapable of judging, the fixing them 
1s n the province of reaſon and the 

commanding 


— 


G 
commanding faculties of the mind. Thus 


reſentment, as well as benevolence, was 


given us to promote the general happineſs; 
it was planted in us to prevent the tender 
affections on certain occaſions from dege- 
nerating into weakneſs, and to defend us 
againſt the effects of violence and all manner 
of injuſtice. But when we permit it to 
lead us to puniſh others, merely with a view 
to its indulgence, and in a manner or degree 
which is more than proportionable to the 
nature of the offence, we directly contradict 


the deſign for which we were furniſhed with 


it, Now you muſt ſee from what I have 
ſaid to you on the ſubject, that a- greater a+ 
buſe of reſentment than duelling cannot be 
conceived, When expreſſed in this way, 
inſtead of being a preſervative from evil, its 
natural tendency and effeck is to produce 
abundant miſery, not only to the indivi- 
duals more particularly concerned, but to 
all thoſe immediately connected with them, — 
I ſhall only farther take notice to you with re- 


ſpect to this practice, that beſides the con- 


ſiderations J have mentioned, Religion moſt 
expreſsly forbids it. — The Deity never in- 
tended that any rational Being whom he 
hath ſo honourably diſtinguiſhed as man, 


ſhould s 


— 
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ſhould ſacrifice his life, or even expoſe it to 
the ſmalleſt riſk from reſpect to a vain. punc- 


tilio, or iniquitous cuſtom, We are placed 
here in our ſeveral ſituations, like ſo many 
Centinels on their poſts, which amidſt every 


tryal and temptation we muſt maintain with 


dignity to the end.—To deſert them wan- 
tonly from vanity or paſſion, is a wilful and 
.preſumptuous contempt of the wiſdom and 


juſtice of Omnipotence, which merits his 
higheſt diſpleaſure, But if the arguments 
ſuggeſted by the light of nature leave any 
doubt unſatisfied with reſpect to the impiety 
of this practice, the Chriſtian Religion muſt 


certainly remove it, which under the ſeveral 


penalties, and with the ſtrongeſt and moſt au- 
thoritative emphaſis, forbids the indulgence of 
the wrathful and malevolent paſſions. 

The temper of mind from which it pro- 
eceds, is not more inconſiſtent with the ex- 
ample, than the expreſs precepts of our di- 


vine Law-giver, who commands the for- 


giveneſs of injuries, and ſuſpends our own 
forgiveneſs on that condition.,— This point 
is ſo clear that it requires no illuſtration, I 


hope Eugenius, you are now convinced that 


Lord C -- 's advice to his ſon with re- 


lation to duelling, can as little be defended, 
as that on other ſubjects which we before 
conſidered. Eug. 


(- 235) 
Eug. 1 am Sir, and have only4o wiſh that 


my preſent: ſentiments ** . influence 
my conduct. 


Con. If they do not, my i will 
be of no importance to you. - Your: only 
danger will ariſe from the euſtom of the 
world, which the minds of too many have 


not intrepidy to get the better of. 


But to enable you. to become ſuperior to 


it, I entreat you to fortify your mind with 


this reflection, which Ihave often inculeated 
before, that no mode of conduct which is 
in itſelf wrong, can poſſibly be ſanctified by 


faſhion; and whilſt you act from this prin- 


ciple you may behave in ſuch a way as to 


avoid, at leaſt in a great meaſure, thoſe fool- 


iſh imputations which the thoughtleſs are 
too apt to caſt.upon ſuch, as have the vir- 


tue to be ſingular in theſe matters. We know 


that ſeveral have refuſed to comply with the 
faſhion in this particular, without being ſub- 
jected to the leaſt ſuſpicion of timidiĩty.— 
With this view I would recommend to you 
on all occaſions, a manly firmneſs and dig- 
nity of manner which ſeldom fail to com- 


mand reſpect, and will impreſs others with 
à perſuaſion that you have a ſufficient de- 


gree of fortitude to oppoſe danger, when 
O you 


(66 
you are called into a ſituation in which you 
think it is your duty to exert it. Do not 
imagine that any law, human or divine, for- 
| bids ſelf defence, when you are wantonly 
inſulted and attacked. No, the great law of 
ſelf- preſervation, requires this as a duty you 
owe not only to yourſelf but to your family 
and country. But this is by no means in- 
conſiſtent with a peaceable temper, not eaſily 
inflamed or prone to take offence, but ever 
ready to forgive and to put the moſt candid 
conſtruction on mens words and actions. 
Particularly, on every proper opportunity, de- 
(Clare it to be your determined purpoſe, that 
you will neither give nor accept a challenge, 
and give your reaſons for it with that ſteady 
reſolution which a conſciouſneſs of acting from 
right principles ever inſpires. I cannot ſup- 
poſe that you will give any man a reaſona- 
ble cauſe to be offended with you, but if it 
ſhould ſo happen, it is vour duty, and alto- 
gether becoming the character of a gentle 
man to to make a ſuitable apology; ſhould 
your intentions at any time be miſunderſtood, 
and ſhould you be thought to have injured 
uny perſon, command your feelings, and ex- 
palin the miſtake with calmneſs and good na- 
tare; this, it is highly probable, will ſettle the 
| matter 
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matter to your ſatisfaction. But ſhould you by 
the injured perſon, conduct youſelf in the 
ſame manner ; reſtrain your paſſion, examine 
cooly the nature of the offence ; the inten- 
tion of it and motives from which it pro- 
cceded ; if you do ſo, you will find that of 
one caſe in twenty, you have little to be 
diſpleaſed with, and conſequently may eaſi- 
ly forgive; ſhould it fall out otherwiſe, let 
not your reſentment hurry you into a crimi- 
nal ation, but exert that noble magna- 


nimity which conſiſts, in ſacrificing one of 


the ſtrongeſt feelings of our nature, to a 
ſenſe of virtue and rectitude of conduct. 
By acting this part, you need not be afraid 
of - paſſing through -life with dignity and 
reputation. | 

I have now taken notice of the ſeveral 
things that are chiefly exceptionable i in Lord 
Cm d's letters. If the obſervations 
they contain on manners, hiſtory, and poli- 
ticks, expreſſed in the moſt agreeable and 
elegant ſtyle, had not been ſullied by ſenti- 
ments prejudicial to virtue and common de- 
cency of morals, they would be a valuable 
acquiſition. But theſe deſtroy their value 
and render them exceedingly pernicious, — 


There are already too many temptations in 
O 2 the 
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mY world to diffipation ; this ſingular tempt- 
tation need not have been added to them. It 
is certainly a ſingular one, for I may venture 
to aſſert, that from the moſt remote antiqui- 
ty, another inſtance cannot be produced of 
a Father proſecuting, through a ſeries of 
| years, even to a pretty advanced age, a re- 
gular and deliberate ſcheme for corrupting 
the morals of his Son, and making uſe of 
every art and enticement in order to accom- 
pliſh it.— Parents, whatever may be their 
own principles or practice, generally appear 
diſpleaſed with vice in their children, expreſs 
at leaſt ſome degree of anxiety for their vir- 
tue, if not from the love of itſelf, from a 
regard to common decency, and their own' 
character in the world. But theſe ideas were 
treated by his Lordſhip with contempt. 

In what a different point of view would' 
theſe Jetters appear, if they contained' the 
inſtructions of a parent, who whilſt he took 
pains to adorn his ſon with all the graceful 
and pleaſing accompliſhments, was ſtill much 
more folicitous, to regulate his paſſions ; 
to ſave him from the allurements to vice; to 
inſpire him with a regard for religion, and 
animate him with the love of virtue? Then, 
whillt the reader would be entertained* with 

the 


l 


48 


( 139 J 


the beauty. and elegance of language, his 


mind might receive impreſſions that would 
contribute to its improvement ; but now the 
pleaſure which he enjoys from an agreeable 
arrangement of thoughts, expreſſed with eaſe 
and propriety, and from ſeveral uſeful obſer- 
vations on life and manners, is far more 
than overbalanced by the Tooſe ſentiments 


he continally meets with, that have a dange- 
rous tendency to ruin his taſte for virtue and 


corrupt his heart. But if there are any of 
his Lordſhip's Readers who cannot ſee this, 


whoſe trained panegyrick of this publication 


has mixed with it no allay of cenſure, you 
may be certain that this 1s owing to depravi- 
ty of mind, or want of reflection. — The 
caſe of thoſe, who are prejudiced in fa- 
vour of it from the former cauſe is hopeleſs, 
it is quite vain to reaſon with them on the 
ſubje& ; as to thoſe who are fond of it from 
the latter, ſhould you beg of them to con- 
ſider whether they would like to have a fa- 
ther or a ſon exactly of that character which it 


labours ſo induſtriouſly to form; a mo- 
ment's thought would oblige them to an- 


ſwer your queſtion in the negative. Should 


you extend your inquiry a little farther, and 
aſk them if they would wiſh to belong to a 
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ſociety compoſed of ſuch characters, every 
individual of which was thoroughly ſkilled 
in the arts of cunning, and diſpoſed to prac- 
tice them; was licentious in his morals, had 
no fixed principle of virtue, no rule of action, 
but the faſhion and ſelfifh defire of promot- 
ing his own intereſt and gratification ; the 
moſt natural reply undoubtedly would be; 
that rather than be members of ſuch a con 
munity, they would fly to the moſt in- 
hoſpitable uncultivated deſert. Why then 
do they give their countenance and approba- 
tion to a book of ſuch a tendency 5 

Is not the applauding it indiſcriminately 
the ſpeaking well of it, a moſt effeQual 
method of ſpreading more extenſively its in- 
fectious poiſon ? and ſurely they who do ſo 
are in a great meaſure anſwerable for the 
conſequences, —Lord Ch d was ear- 
neſtly deſirous to form the diſpoſitions of his 
fon by the model of his own example; he 
ſeems indeed to have been much pleaſed with 
his own accompliſhments, with the uſe he 
made of them, with his diſſipated taſte, and 
the ſucceſs he had in the gallantries of the 
gay and faſhionable world; this way of 
thinking continued with him to a late period 
of life, but it forſook him before he dropt 


into 
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into the grave. For we find that in his will, 
written in his ſeventy feventh year, he de- 
precates the juſtice of that eternal being, 
whoſe pure 141 excellent laws he was then 
ſenſible he had violated. And as to the 
vain and liceetious pleaſures which had 
been the ſubject of his boaſt, and centre 
of his happineſs; he calls them r 
follies.— And what was the reaſon of this ? 
Why, the deceitful dream was gone. Thoſe 
deluſive objects which had perverted his un- 
derſtanding and his taſte, had vaniſhed.— 
Things appeared as they were, not in thoſe 
foreign colours in which they are dreſſed by 
prejudice or paſſion.— The near proſpe& of 
that world into which he was going to enter, 
opened the eyes of his mind, taught him 
that vice and irreligion were inconſiſtent with 
true wiſdom, unbecoming the nature of man, 
and offenſive to his God. —I am afraid Eu- 
genius, you are quite tired with the ſubje& ; 
but before I finiſh it, I muſt give you -the 
following advice, which [ beg you may at- 
tend to, as it proceeds from my earneſt de- 
fire of your happineſs. 
Be conſtantly on your guard againſt thoſe 
_ temptations which have a tendency to per- 
vert your — and corrupt your heart.-- 
| Multitudes 


( 242 ) 


Multitudes of them ſurround you on all hands, 
ſome of them open and viſible, whilſt others 
lurk in diſguiſe ; the pernicious influence of 
the latter kind, can only be avoided by a quick 
diſcernment and watchful circumſpection.— 
You laid aſide lately theſe friendly guardi- 
ans, and were likely to fall into the ſnare, — 
On every ſuch occaſion, you are threatned 
with the ſame kind of temptation, — 
Not only Lord Ch— d's Letters, but 
all ONS tak written with a deſign to un- 
dermine the principles of religion and vir- 
tue, endeavour to attain their end, by a ſpe- 
cious appearance and inſinuating addreſs.— 
The authors of them know this to be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, and that an open attack 
upon things conſidered to be ſo venerable 
and ſacred, would excite general deteſta- 
tion. — Some times their concluſions are fair, 
but when you trace them to their ſource 
you find them deduced from falſe principles; 
they will again aſſume principles the juſtneſs 
of which cannot be diſputed, but then they 
draw conſequences from them that cannot be 
admitted. An elegant perſuaſive eloquence 
of manner and expreſſion, and a refined ſub- 
tile dexterity of reaſoning, are very power- 
ful auxiliaries on ſuch occaſions, —Moft 
commonly 
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commonly every ſuch truth deſigned to be 
ſhaken, is attacked under the deluſivè pre- 
text of friendſtip.— But ſift theſe fallacies 
to the bottom; ſtrip every thought of its 
deceitful ornaments ; compare' it, and others 
connected with it, with the dictates of ſound 
Judgment, and you will run no- riſe of be- 
ing impoſed upon, 

The influence of auto as I have often 
mentioned to you, 1s another dangerous 
temptation of which you ſhould be continu- 
ally watchful. Cuſtom is a torrent which 
has a tendency to hurry down with irreſiſti- 
ble violence all who come within its pow- 

er.— What, ſays the advocate for faſhion, 
would you have me to be ſingular? Would 
you have me to be pointed at and ridiculed? 
It is impoſſible for a man to live in the world, 
with any character, without complying with 
the manners of it. This Eugenius, is a fatal 
rock on which the virtue of thouſands and 
ten thouſands has been ſhipwrecked, — 
Write this truth on the bottom of your heart 
in the ſtrongeſt characters, that cuſtom can 
as well make two to be a thouſand, as alter 
the unchangeable and permanent laws of 
right and wrong, of virtue and vice, No 
power on earth can make that to be proper 
and 
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and becoming which is not in its own. na- 
ture juſtihable,—And that which is right 
cannot be changed into its oppoſite, by all 
the faſhions in the univerſe ; therefore when 
in your way through life you are required to 
comply with any cuſtom, if you are con- 
vinced that it is improper, that it cannot be 
reconciled to the dictates of truth, and integri- 
ty, let no poſſible perſuaſion prevail with 
you to conform to it. —But in things that 
are indifferent, ſhew a chearful inclination to 
pleaſe, and render yourſelf agreeable to thoſe 
you are connected with.—As a flexibility of 
manners in the former caſe, would render 
you contemptible to yourſelf and to all 
wiſe men, obſtinacy with reſpect to the 
latter, would argue a want of benevolence, 
and an indifference to the ſentiments of 
others, which you ſhould ever moſt carefully 
avoid. Nothing but a reſpect for the appro- 
bation of conſcience can be a proper apolo- 


gy for ſingularity, So far as virtue will 


permit, you ſhould do every thing in your 
power to engage the good opinion of thoſe 
you live among. Affability, good-nature, 
politeneſs, and eaſy genteel addreſs will be 
very conducive to this, and ſet off to much 
advantage your more reſpectable qualities. 


1 
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I by no means think the graces of the ſame 
conſequence as Lord Ch——d, but they 
certainly very well deſerve your particular 
attention,—The pleaſing, the amiable, and 
re ſpectable quailties united, form a character 
which is the higheſt perfection of human na- 
ture. — But the moſt finiſhed accompliſh- 
ments, unadornedby thoſe endowments which 
in their own nature command reſpe&, have 
neither beauty, dignity, nor excellence ; and 
I may add, can give very little cams. 
Whereas the pleaſures ariſing from thoſe diſ- 
poſitions that command eſteem, or from a be- 
coming regard to virtue and religion, are 
not only noble and elevating in themſelves, 
but a ſpring of the trueſt enjoyment. Re- 
ligion, not as repreſented by wild fanaticiſm 
or glooiny ſuperſtition, but in her native 
dreſs is a lovely engaging form, and one of 
the beſt friends of human happineſs. How 
does the inimitable beauty of the works of 
nature, their perfect regularity, harmony and 
order, their exquiſite eontrivance and deſign, 
_ conlidered as the effect of conſumate wiſdom 
and excellence, delight the imagination, and 
excite feelings in the mind, which are a 
ſource of the moſt agreeable entertain- 
ment, Believe me Eugenius, . love and 
8 | eſteem 
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own heart, dignity in the world, a 


livening proſpects which lie open to 01 
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eſteem for the amiable perfeRions- of Deity, 
with the diſcharge of thoſe duties which flow 
from them, afford the higheſt ſatisfaction.— 
Virtue is the conformity of the will, and 
of our conduct in life, to the laws of: the 
infinite eternal Being; and conſider whether 
every wiſe man ſhould not make it the ob- 
ject of his choice. Many indeed think, that 
it impoſes ſevere reſtraints on their gratifi- 
cations, and that it is an enemy to enjoy- 
ment. — But enquire into the reaſon.—It is 
- becauſe ſhe forbids the irregular indulgence 
of the paſſions, requires us to ſacrifice a 
leſſer good to a greater, always to prefer 
. ſuch. pleafures as are rational, permanent and 
exalted. The enjoyments which virtue re- 
commends are delicate, do not diſturb the 
tranquility of the mind, or diſorder its af- 


fections; they are pure, ſublime and un- 


allayed by the bitterneſs of remorſe.— Build 


then your happineſs on this immoveable 


foundation, and you will have peace in your 


pleaſing reliſh of exiſtence, which win be, ) 
not a little hightened by thoſe brignt and en- 5 


the diſtant ſcenes of futurity, —But = Bp 


leave you, 


